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STRICTURES,  Gfc. 

THOMAS  SMITH,  Efq.  late  one  of  the  Bailies  of  Edi'n. 
burgh,  thought  proper,  fome  time  ago,  to  lay  before  the 
public,  certain  ftatements  refpedting  the  political  arrange- 
ments and  revenue  of  that  City,  which  are  highly  intereft- 
ing,  and  have  engaged  a  confiderable  fharc  of  attention. 

In  confequence  of  Mr.  Smith's  Addrefs,  feveral  publica- 
tions have  appeared,  evidently  written  by  perfons  poffefled 
of  very  little  information  upon  the  fubject ;  and  it  has  been 
particularly   unfortunate,  that  the  public  has  fullered  their 
attention  to  be  diverted,  by  thefe  writers,  from  the  great 
general  principles,  and  from  the  momentous  and  interefting 
fafts,  which  have  been  brought  to  view,  and  allowed  them- 
felves  to  be  engaged  in  the  difgufting  inveftigation  of  City 
politics,  and  the  uninterefting  fcramble  of  individuals  for 
power.     In  a  City  where  fo  many  of  the  inhabitants  are 
gentlemen  of  intelligent  and  independent  minds,  it  is  truly 
aftonifhing  to  obferve  how  eafily  they  have  fuffered  them- 
felves  in  this  manner  to  be  impofed  upon,  and  thereby  to 
appeal  in  a  character  no  higher  than  that  of  the  partizans 
of  the  different  contending  parties ;  whilil,  in  the  mean 
time,  the  public  intereit  lies  expofed,  either  to  the  injuries 
of  negligence  or  ignorance,  or  to  the  greater  hazard  of  the 
unwarrantable  defigns  of  unprincipled  men. 
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Had  I  no  higher  character  to  bear,  no  more  important 
object  in  view,  I  never  mould  have  obtruded  myfelf  upon 
the  public.  The  parties  are  to  me  perfectly  indifferent. 
From  no  arrangement  in  the  Magiftracy  of  the  City  can 
I  receive  the  fmallelt  emolument.  I  am  accountable  to  no 
man  for  my  opinions:  I  endeavour,  upon  every  fubject,  to 
form  them  with  exactnefs  and  impartiality  ;  and  that  more 
from  facts  which  have  happened,  and  come  under  my  know- 
ledge, than  from  fpeculations  into  futurity. 

My  intention  upon  the  prefent  occafion  is,  from  a  candid 
diiplay  of  fr.fts,  with  which  I  am  perfectly  acquainted,  to 
difengage  the  intelligent  public  from  the  conteft  of  parties, 
and  fix  their  attention:  upon  the  real  interefts  of  the  commu- 
nity ;  and  in  doing  fo,  I  fhall  fpeak  freely  of  the  principles, 
politics  and  conduct  of  both  parties:  and,  I  am  afraid,  it 
will  be  impoflible  for  me  to  avoid  animadverting  with  fome 
degree  of  feverity  noon  them  all. 

But,  before  I  proceed  farther,  I  mult  fet  at  reft  the  hearts 
of  all  parties  from  any  fears  of  attack  from  my  pen  upon 
private  perfonal  character.  /  will  Jcarch  no  deeper  than 
parlies  have  laid  thcmfelvcs  open  to  public  view,  nor  will  I 
enter  into  any  fubject  which  does  not  concern  the  public; 
but  upon  thefej  parties  may  reit  themfclves  afliired,  I  will 
treat  them  freely.  I  fcorn  the  man  who  could  borrow  the 
noignard  even  of  a  Junius,  though  it  were  fharp  and  pointed 
as  the  keeneft  malice.  I  would  dcfpife  him,  who,  difguifed 
under  the  cloak  of  an  Old  Magiltrate,  fcreened  from  the 
poflibility  of  detection,  could  deliberately  thruit  his  dagger 
into  the  bofom  evert  of  a  villain.  But  if  he  mould  thus 
air.;Minate  the  private  character  of  a  man  of  refpectubility 
and  honour,  in  that  cafe  I  fhould  account  him  much  worfe 
■  than  contemptible.  If  he  was  robed  in  the  gown  of  the 
ftrft  magiihatc  of  Scotland  ;  if  he  fa*  prefident  in  the  molt 
rel'pettable  feminary  of  learning  upon  earth  ;  if  I  even  had 
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heard  him,  in  the  mod  glowing  language  of  truth  and  cha- 
rity, difplay  the  beauty  and  excellence  of  pure  benevolence  ; 
with  fuch  a  man,  my  heart  mull  be  eternally  at  war.  The 
mufic  of  language,  the  glow  of  imagination,  the  correct 
and  manly  vigour  of  nervous  eloquence,  the  eloquence  even 
of  a  Junius,  could  not  for  a  moment  fafcinate  my  mind  lo 
make  me  admire,  much  lefs  to  approve,  the  dextrous  fecret 
itab  :  and  I  am  perfuaded,  that  there  is  not  one  good- 
hcartcd  man  in  Edinburgh,  upon  whatever  fide  he  may  have 
arranged  himfelf,  who  ha;  been  pleafed  with  the  fpirit  dif- 
played  by  the  Old  Magiitrate.  But  though  the  poor  old 
man  has  attempted  twice  to  walk  upon  crutches,  purloined 
from  Junius,  he  is  now  forgotten.  The  lien's  Jkin  could  not 
bit  '.-  the' ears  of  the  afs. 

I  now  proceed  to  my  fubjetl,  and  fhall  delineate  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  parties,  in  as  far  as  they  have  thought  proper  to 
difclofe  them.  The  firft,  and  molt  prominent,  and  praife- 
worthy,  which  feeiiis  univerfal  to  them  all,  is,  the  principle 
of  loyalty  and  attachment  to  theperfon  of  our  moil  gracious 
Sovereign,  and  to  the  legal,  free  and  happy  Conftitution  of 
the  Britifh  Government.  This  is  undoubtedly  a  fnft  and 
merit  necellary  principle  in  every  Magistrate  :  in  this  the 
character  ought  to  be  prominent  and  unequivocal ;  for  Ma- 
gijlrates  ought  to  be  patriots;  and  men  may  give  it  what 
name  they  pleafe,  but  this  allegiance  to  the  Conftitution  is 
the  purcft  patriolifm  ;  and  that  this  has  been  fteadily  the 
character,  that  thefe  have  been  the  unequivocal  fentiments 
of  both  parlies,  is  beyond  a  doubt.  I  would  not  have 
-thought  it  neceflary  to  have  taken  notice  of  this,  if  fome 
berfons  had  not  made  it  a  pretence  to  call  in  qucltion  the 
loyalty  of  Sir  James  Stirling,  Mr.  Smith,  and  their  friends  ; 
when,  in  fome  late  poliiical  arrangements,  they  had  thought 
■  proper  to  introduce  into  the  Council,  per'fons  who  were 
generally   fuppoled   attached    to  fehcn.es  of  wild  reform, 
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which  had  been  firft  fuggefted  to  them  by  thofe  ungovernable 
fpirits  who  wifhed  to  emulate,  in  Britain,  the  tremendous,  the 
wretched  liberty  of  France.      This   circumftance   appeared 
indeed  fufpicious,  and  occafioned  much  animadverfion  in 
the  City  upon  that  part  of  the  conduit  of  their  rulers  ;  and 
it  was  not  fuftained  as  a  fufficiem  apology  for  Sir  James 
Stirling  and  his  friends,  that  the  perfons  thus  taken  from  the 
crew,  as  it  is  now  called,  were  Innocent  fhadews,  ufelefs  men, 
without  influence,  without  powers,  and  incapable  even  of 
mifchief;  for  it  was  fufpefted,  or  rather  it  was  /aid,  by  their 
opponents,  that  this  was  only  an  experiment,  a  trial  of 
what  the  Town  would   fubmit  to  ;  for  fome  of  thefe  very 
perfons  were  known  to  have  attempted  a  political  character, 
and,  at  meetings  held  in  South  Bridge  Street,  not  ejleemcd  the 
mojl  loyal,  they  were  heard  roaring  for   reform.     Some  of 
them  had   minds  expanded  with   ambition ; — witnefs   the 
prefes  and  croupier  of  that  diftinguifhed  company  of  patriots 
who  celebrated  the  anniverfary  of  the  glorious  Revolution 
of  France.     I  confefs,  it  was  not  till  after  much  reflection, 
that  I  could  fet  my  mind  at  eafe,  when  I  faw  fuch  perfons 
made  fharers  in  the  power  and  confidence  of  theChief  Ma- 
giftrate  and  his  felect   friends ;    and  I  became  the  more 
alarmed  when  I  was  informed,  that  the  guardians  of  our 
peace  and  honour,  the  Royal  Edinburgh  Volunteers,  were 
for  a  long  time  afraid  either  of  the  power  or  the  treachery 
of  thefe  perfons,  and  therefore  refufed  to  put  arms  into  their 
hands,  or  to  enrol  them  in  their  faithful  band.     But  I  am 
old  enough  to  remember,  when  the  glorious  Earl  of  Cha- 
tham took  by  the  hand  the  rebels  from  the  North,  and, 
clothing  them  in  the  forbidden  garb  of  ancient  Caledonians, 
led  them  forth  the  champions  of  the  Britifh  rights.  Their  na- 
tive genius  for  war,  animated  by  the  fpirit  of  that  uncon- 
querable Minifter,  poured  deftruclion  upon  our  enemies  ; 
and  they  returned  to  their  country,  having  their  heads  co- 
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vered  with  the  wreath  ofvi&ory,  and  their  hearts  filled  with 
loyalty,  even  to  apajjion. 

Any  perfon  may  apply  with  eafe  the  idea  which  this  fug- 
gefts  to  the  prefent  cafe  ;  and  though  my  application  of  it 
may  be  thought  by  fome  abundantly  ludicrous,  I  have  no 
doubt   that  the  intention  was  precifcly  the  fame  in  both 
cafes;  for  it  is  fcarcely  to  be  queftioned,  that,  if  you  will 
give  a  Democrat  a  penfion  or  a  place,  or  make  him  a  Magif- 
trate  of  Edinburgh,  he  will  from  that  inftant  become  a  good 
and  loyal  fubjeft.     I  am  certain  it  has  turned  out  exactly  fo 
in  the  prefent  inftance  ;  for  the  prefes,  tne  croupier,   and 
others  above  alluded  to,  an    :.t  this  moment,  with  the  full 
approbation  of  his  Majcfiy  's  Minifiers,  joined  in  the  govern- 
ment of  that  City,  and  are  heard  as  loud  in  the  cry  of  loy- 
alty as  if  they  were   actually  foldiers :  they  now  profefs 
themielves  full  of  alarm  for  the  plots  and  combinations  of 
the  crew  they  have  left :  they  exprefs  the  mod  violent  ap- 
prehenfions,  left,  by  removing  his  Mttjefly's  Minifiers,*  the 
Government  of  Great  Britain  fhould  be  overturned.     As, 
therefore,  the  expedient  for  the  converfion  of  thefe  gentler 
men,  devifed  by  Sir  James  Stirling  and  Mr.  Smith,  has  been 
fovery  fuccefsiul,  I  declare  myfelf  now  completely  fatisfied, 
?nd  I  hope  every  perfon  is  fatisfied,  that  the  party  had  no 
treacherous  defign  when  they  firft  introduced  them  into  the 
Council.    This  certainly  muft  be  allowed,  unlefs  any  man 
will  dare  to  fay  that  all  the  prefent  Magiftrates  have  joined 
in  the  confpiracy,  as  they  have  now  taken  into  their  bofoms 
thefe  redoubtable  champions  of  reform.     But,  to  be  ferious,  I 
am  perfectly  aflurcc',  that  there  is  not  in  Scotland,  a  fingle 
perfon  more  perfectly  attached  from  principle  to  the  perfon 
pf  our  Royal  Sovereign,  and  the  happy  Conftitution  of  this 
Country,  than  Sir  James  Stirling,  Mr.  Thomas  Smith,  and 

*  This  was  the  objeft  of  a  petition  fcnt  fome  time  ago  from  Edinburgh, 
by  a  certain  dcfcripiion  cf  perfons. 
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the  other  gentlemen  with  whom  they  have  formed  connec- 
tions. The  Town  of  Edinburgh  know  this  :  the  prefent 
Magifirates  know  it  well;  every  perfon  who  knows  any 
tiling  about  the  matter,  is  convinced  of  it.  I  conclude, 
therefore,  that  they  who  have  tried  to  occupy  the  public  mind 
with  conirary  impreffions,  have  done  it  contrary  to  their 
own  conviction.     This  may  be pdhical,  but  it  is  mthaneft. 

I  have  found  it  more  difficult  to  be  fatisfied  in  the  next 
urmerfal  principle,  which  feems  equally  to  have  animated 
all  the  political  parlies  in  Edinburgh,  though  I  have  ob- 
ferved  that  it  is  held  by  them  all  in  the  highed  veneration, 
as  their  moft  powerful  principle  of  conduct,  as  the  principle 
of  their  mutual  union  and  confidence,  and  as  the  actuating 
principle  of  all  their  politics.  The  principle  which  I  al- 
lude to,  is,  their  unchangeable  attachment,  and  abfolutc  fub- 
mifjion  to  the  Right  Honourable  Secretary  of  State,  the  Repre- 
fentaiive  of  the  City  of  Edinburgh  in  Parliament.  It  mult,  be 
perfectly  obvious  to  every  attentive  obferver,  that  this  prin- 
ciple has  taken  complete  poffeflion  of  the  minds  of  every- 
one of  them  :  it  has  occupied  all  their  faculties;  it  is  never 
allowed  to  be  out  of  fight  for  a  moment  ;  and,  drunk  or 
fobcr,  they  are  under  its  abfolute  command.  Now  I  have 
been  very  much  at  a  lofs  to  determine  in  my  own  mind, 
whether  this  was  a  moral  principle  or  not  ;  becaufe  I  had 
been  hitherto  accu domed  to  think,  that  the  arbitrary  will  of 
no  man  could  be  a  certain  and  uniform  good  rule  of  conduct 
for  another  :  but,  upon  the  mod  mature  reflection,  my  mind 
became  fully  fatisfied  upon  that  point. 

I  know  that  the  Right  Honourable  Secretary  is  by  nature 
endowed  with  great  and  fplendid  powers :  I  had  fecn  thefe 
plahtcd  upon  the  faired  foil  of  good  fortune ;  I  had  feen 
them  rife  to  an  adonifhing  height;  I  had  obferved  them 
fprcad  forth  branches  in  every  direction,  and  we  now  behold 
the  Judges  and  Nobles  of  the  land  fitting  under  their  fha- 
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dow.     Now,  the  very  beft  purpofe  which  can  be  ferved  by 
the  very  beit  moral  principles,  is,  to  direct  and  regulate-the 
conduct ;  and  nothing  can  be  more  obvious  than  that  the 
Right  Honourable  Secretary  can,  even  in  the  moil  minute 
matters,  direct  and  regulate  the  conduct  of  the  Magiflrates 
of  Edinburgh,  as  effectually  as  it  poilibly  could  be  done  by 
any  principles  whatever.     It  has  been  obferved  by  moral- 
ids,  that  the  great  advantage  of  a  man  being  polTefled  of 
good   principles  is,   that  they  will,  when  ftridtly  fubmitted 
to,  conduct  him  to  real  honour,   to  certain  profit,  and  true 
felicity.     I  am  perfectly  fatibfied,   that  there  is  not  a  man 
engaged  in  the  politics  of  the  City  of  Edinburgh,  but  would 
think  himfelf  completely  allured,  that,  if  the  Right  Honour- 
able Secretary  would  take  him  by  the  hand,  he  would,  to 
the  extent  of  his  utmoft  wilh,  be  in  the  direct  road  to  profit, 
diftinction,  and  honour;  and  what  more  effectually,  or  bet- 
ter, could  he  be  ferved,  even  by  the  bed  principles  ?     And, 
finally,  there  are  many  perfons  who,  from  a  defect  either  in 
their  heads  or  hearts,  find  it  extremely  difficult  to  adopt  for 
themfelves  any  uniform  principles  of  conduct :  in  fuch  a 
cafe  it  is  happy  for  themfelves,  and  for  the  interefts  of  I'o- 
ciety  in  general,  that,  without  troubling  themfelves  about  the 
matter,  they  fhould  fubmit  to  fome  other  perfon  the  entire 
direction  of  their  conduct.     I  will  not  take  upon  me  to  fay, 
that  the  Honourable  Magistrates  who  either  are  or  have 
been,  are  defective  either  in  their  heads  or  hearts;  but  uni- 
vcrfal  and  long  experience  has  decided,  that  it  has  been  al- 
ways advantageous  for  the  City  when  the  Magifhatcs  have 
been  under  a  direction  diftinct  from  and  fupcrior  to  their 
own ;  and  I  am  at  this  time  clearly  of  opinion,  that  they 
could  not  have  given  themfelves  up  to  the  guidance  of  any 
perfon  who  could  do  it  with  more  dignity  or  authority,  or 
who  could  decide  for  them  more  pointedly,  what  was  in- 
cumbent upon  them  to  do.     So  that,  upon  the  whole,  if  the 
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principle  of  fubmilTion  to  the  Right  Honourable  Secretary 
is  rot  a  moral  principle,  it  murt  be  confeiTed  to  be  a  mcfl 
admirable  fubjiittitte  ;  and,  all  things  confidered,  the  beft 
for  all  parties  in  the  prefent  exifting  circumftances.  I 
cannot  exprefsly  fay  what  men  in  general  may  think  of  it  ; 
but  as  for  Mr.  Smith,  though  he  and  his  party  have  been 
reprefented  as  inimical  to  the  iffierefts  of  the  Reprefent- 
ative  of  the  City,  his  own  declaration  will  vindicate  him 
with  every  candid  man  from  any  fiich  imputation  ;  for  he 
has  find,*  "  for  himfelf  and  all  his  friends,  that,  ifdireftlyor 
"  indirectly,  drunk  or  fober,  they  fuffered  themfelves  to 
"  harbour  an  idea  contrary  to  thefe  principles,  they  mull 
"  have  been,  not  only  knaves,  but  egregious  fools  ;"  and 
Mr.  Dundas  himfelf  is  fo  fatisfied  that  the  Magi  Urates  and 
Town  Council  have  no  other  principle  to  walk  by,  that  he 
has  repeatedly  told  them,  that  the  moment  when  they  fliall 
think  they  can  fiend  or  walk  by  themfelves,  he  will  quit  his 
hold  of  them,  and  fuffer  the  connection  betwixt  them  to  be 
diffolved. 

But,  fetting  ridicule  afide,  there  certainly  cannot  be  two 
opinions,  there  certainly  never  has  been  two  opinions, 
amongft  the  Magistrates  of  the  Town  of  Edinburgh,  con- 
cerning the  propriety  of  maintaining  the  mod  intimate  and 
confidential  connection  betwixt  the  City  and  their  Right 
Honourable  Rcprefentative  ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  in- 
uuftry  with  which  fome  perfons  have  endeavoured  to  in- 
finuate  the  contrary,  there  is  not,  there  cannot  be,  an  in- 
dividual who  entertains  a  doubt  of  the  finccrc  and  un- 
changeable attachment  which  has  been  maintained  by  Sir 
James  Stirling  and  his  friends,  to  the  intercits  of  Mr.  Dun- 
das :  and  he  himfelf  has  exprefsly  reprobated  every  fuch 
idea ;  he  has   publicly  declared   that  he  is  fully  fatisfied, 

*  Smith's  Addrcfi,  p.  2C. 
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that  no  party  has  been  farmed  in  Edinburgh  inimical  to  his 
inUreJls  in  the  City.*  To  fay  the  contrary,  whoever  did 
fo,  was,  therefore,  neither  honourable  nor  candid. 

No  man  can  deny,  in  the  exifting  circumitanccs,  that  it 
is  advantageous  to  the  community,  and  to  every  individual 
concerned  in  the  government  of  the  City,  that  they  fhould 
be  entitled  to  look  up  to  him  as  their  Reprefcntativc,  on 
account  of  his  fenatorial  powers,  but  more  efpecially  as 
their  patron,  who  conduits  the  dream  of  favour,  honour, 
and  emolument,  which  flows  perpetually  from  the  Crown. 
If  "any  of  the  parties  had  been  fo  ftupid  as  to  have  been 
infenfible  to  the  honour  which  has  been  derived  to  the  City 
of  Edinburgh  by  their  being  reprefented  by  a  gentleman  of 
the  fir  ft  abilities,  whofe  wifdom  is  fo  neceflary  to  guide 
the  helm  of  Government,  yet  no  man  will  believe  that  they 
are  fo  unfelfifh  as  not  to  value  the  countenance  and  friend- 
ship of  that  man  who,  being  in  the  confidence  of  his  Sove- 
reign, has  titles,  and  places,  and  penfions,  at  his  difpofal. 
I  am  therefore  perfuaded,  there  is  not  a  man  of  fenfe  in 
Edinburgh  who  will  not  join  with  me  in  thinking,  that 
though  the  attachment  and  devout  fubmillion  of  all  the 
political  parties  in  Edinburgh  to  the  Right  Honourable 
Reprefcntativc  cannot  juftly  be  faid  to  be  a  purely  moral 
impreflion,  or  a  purely  difinterefted  fentiment,  yet  that  it 
has  been,  and  at  prefent  is,  an  univerfal  fixed  political  prin- 
ciple, equally  impreffive  and  commanding  :  for,  whatever 
defects  may  be  found  in  political  characters,  they  will  never 
be  found  defective  in  attachment  to  their  own  intereft. 

I  confefs,  however,  after  all,  it  has  (truck  me  ftrongly, 
and  unfortunately  it  may  have  made  a  fimilar  impreflion 
upon  fome  independent  minds  not  in  the  Magijlracy,  that 
this  attachment  and  fubmiflion  of  the   Edinburgh  Magi- 

*  Mr.  Dundy's  Letter. 
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ftrates  may,  and  has  been  fometimes  carried  too  far.  In- 
deed, I  felt  fomewfrat  aukwardly  when  I  read  Sir  James 
Stirling's  letter  from  Harrowgate,  addrelTed  to  Mr.  Dun- 
das,'  pubiifhed  in  Mr.  Smith's  Appendix,  -wherein  it  is 
intimated  to  have  been  a  general  practice  to  confult  the 
Right  Honourable  Secretary,  upon  the  formation  and  ar- 
rangement of  the  leets  of  the  Corporations  upon  the  elec- 
tion of  their  Deacons.  I  had  fomehow  formed  fuch  a  fub- 
lime  idea  of  his  character,  and  the  importance  of  his  time 
and  attention  to  the  interefls  of  the  community  at  large, 
that  I  thought  it  impoflible  that  he  could  either  find  leifure 
or  inclination  to  {loop  to  fuch  minute  and  inferior  ob- 
jects: I  thought  it  impoflible  he  fhould  have  confidered 
it  necelLry  to  draw  the  reins  of  his  government  fo  tight, 
that  the  multitude  of  the  tradefmen  in  Edinburgh  could 
not  be  left  to  themfelves  to  choofe  their  Deacons,  infenfiblc 
to  fuch  a  yoke.  I  thot'ight  it  impoflible,  that,  knowing, 
as  he  certainly  did  know,  how  mtich  the  whole  City  is  de- 
voted to  his  interefts,  he  would  have  interfered  in  the 
fcramble  of  individuals  for  power,  efpecially  when  he 
mutt  have  been  fenfible  that  the  only  contention  amongft 
them  was,  who  Jbould  ferve  him  mojl  devoutly.  In  all  this, 
I  found  myfelf  interefted  for  the  honour  of  the  Reprefent- 
ativc,  the  dignity  of  the  Rulers,  and  the  independence 
of  the  City.  I  may  have  been  miftaken  ;  but  all  I  (hall 
fay  in  the  conclufion  is,  that  if  fuch  things  are,  (for  the 
credit  of  all  parties)  fuch  things  ought  never  to  be  told ;  for 
the  governors  of  a  country  ought  never  to  appear  infigni- 
ficant — ought  never  to  be  held  up  to  derifion.  * 

Whilft  I  have  been  canvafling  the  nature  and  effects  of 

*  I  felt  equal  intcrcft  at  what  follows.  In  fomc  ftages  of  die  late 
election,  Mr.  Smith,  it  feems,  protefled  againft  the  pioccdure  of  the  Council, 
and  threatened  a  rcduflion  on  the  ground  of  uiic-ouliiiutional  influence  be- 
ing exerted;  and  I  find  from  the  Council  records,  that  CcunleUor  Patcilon 
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the  principle  above  mentioned,  I  think  I  have  difcovered 
(and  I  am  perfuaded  many  of  my  readers  have  been  equally 
acute  to  difcover)  another  principle  which  has  infpired 
every  individual  engaged  in  the  politics  of  Edinburgh  ;  and 
that  is,  a  principle  of  jclflfhnejs.  This  is  by  many  fuppofcd 
to  be  a  principle  inherent  in  human  nature,  which  difcovers 
iffelf  in  every  movement  of  the  foul.  But  if  this  is  the 
cafe,  which  I  hope  it  is  not,  I  cannot  devife  a  lcafon  why 
every  perfon,  efpecially  politicians,  fliould  be  afhamed  to 
avow  it ;  and  yet  we   every  day  obferve  them  exerting  the 


"  Adhered  to  the  protefls  of  Old  Bailie  Smith,  for  the  Following,  araonj 
other  reafons : — 

lft,  "  On  account  of  the  nieffage  which  was  delivered  to  tin-  Lord  Provofl 
by  Major  Hope,  in  prefencc  of  Bailie  Eyre,  Bailie  Spankje,  Bailie  Hill, 
and  Mr.  Paterfon,  Hating,  that  the  Lord  Advocate  was  fiirprifcd  a  divifiori 
of  thirteen  to  twelve  fhould  have  taken  place  in  the  Council,  without  the 
Lord  Provoft  hiving  waited  on  him,  to  acquaint  hi:n  of  it ;  hut  that  two 
of  the  minority  had  waited  upon  the  Lord  Advocate  with  the  information: 
That  he,  Major  Hope,  was  defirod  by  the  Lord  Advocate  to  acquaint  the 
Lord  Provoft,  that  the  Lord  Advocate  had  made  up  a  lift  of  fix  Deacons 
for  Council  Deacons,  whom  he  reckoned  friendly  to  the  imereff  of  Mr. 
Dundas ;  that  the  ILord  Advocate  expected  the  friends  of  Mr.  Dundas 
would  vote  that  lift,  and  thai  their  names  ivoulJ  be  communicated  in  due 
time:  That  Bailie  Hill  faid,  he  had  given  his  hand  to  the  Lbrd  Advocate 
to  vote  that  lift ;  at  the  fame  time,  on  being  afked  by  the  Lord  Provofi, 
declared  he  did  not  know  their  names.  * 

ad,  "  That  he  conceives  this  meffage  to  have  beer,  not  only  a  high 
indignity  to  the  Chair  of  the  City,  but  alfo,  through  the  Chair,  to  the 
Citizens  of  Edinburgh,  an  unprecedented  violation  df  the  freedom  of 
election,  and  contrary  to  the  exprefs  defire  of  Mr.  Dundas  himfclf,  hi  fup- 
porting  the  minority  in  oppofition  to  the  Chair;  without  which  lupporr, 
the  Chair  would,  in  all  probability,  have  carped  the  fubfequcnt  lteps  of  the 
election  unanimoufly,  and  agreeably  to  the  wifb.es  expreffed  by  Mr.  Dundas 
to  the  Lord  Provoft." 

*  "  And  is  indeed  the  felf  fame  cafe, 
'.'  With  theirs  that  fvore  H-catetW."  IIu D I  u. 
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greateft  induftry  to  deny  or  conceal  its  influence.  For  this 
purpofe,  they  drefs  it  out  as  a  lovely  virtue,  and  give  it  a 
variety  of  fpecious  names,  appropriate  to  Virtue  itfelf: 
By  fome  it  is  called  Prudence  ;  by  fome,  Economy  ;  by  fome, 
Patriotifm  ;  and  by  the  politicians  in  Edinburgh,  it  may 
poiTibly  pals  current,  and  be  approved,  under  the  designa- 
tion of  a  difintircjled  attachment  to  Mr.  Dundas,  and  the 
family  of  Arnijl:n.  But  it  is  at  all  times  very  unfortunate 
when  fuch  pretences  are  unveiled,  as  it  leads  to  difagree- 
able  reflections  ;  for,  however  indulgent  a  man  may  be  to 
his  own  paffion  of  felf-love,  he  is  very  little  difpofed  to 
give  the  fame  indulgence  in  that  particular  even  to  his 
neareft  friends.  Could  fuch  a  thing  be  fuppofcd  to  happen, 
it  would  be,  for  example,  very  difagreeable  for  a  gentleman 
fincerely  attached  to  the  Right  Honourable  Secretary,  to 
hear  himfelf  calumniated,  as  if  his  regard  to  that  gentle- 
man had  originated  and  increafcd  with  the  numbers  of 
French  prifoners  confined  in  the  CafUe  ;  for,  after  all,  it 
could  only  in  juftice  have  been  faid,  that  thefe  prifoners 
nwft  have  a  Commiffary  to  provide  them  in  necelTaries, 
and  that  this  gentleman  wifhed  to  continue  in  that  humane 
and  charitable  office.  *  It  muif.  have  been  equally  dif- 
agreeable  for  another  to  have  it  told  of  him,  that  he  very 
poffibly  might  have  continued  to  rank  and  vote  with  his 
former  friends,  if  it  had  not  been  in  contemplation  to 
eftablifh  a  new  Stamp  Office  in  Edinburgh,  as  if  that  event 
alone  had  Jla:':pt  the  iir.agc  if  Mr.  Dundas  upon  his  heart. 
And  it  would  have  wrung  the  affectionate,  the  delicate,  the 

*  It  has  been  faid,  but  I  can  fcarccly  credit  the  report,  that  in  the  year 
1798,  a  gentleman,  not  now  in  Council,  found  his  virtue  ilrcngthencd  by 
an  obligation  from  Sir  James  Stirling,  or  his  friends,  which  fecured  to 
him  an  equivalent  if  he  fhould  be  deprived  of  his  truly  Chnftian  employ, 
ment;  and  that,  having  been  refufed  a  fimiltr  ficurity  at  lad  elections,  be 
found  it  en  the  other  fidr. 
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fufceptible  heart  of  theChamberlain,  had  it  even  been  fufpeded 
of  him,  that  his  unremitting  active  zeal  for  the  intereits  of 
the  City,  and  their  Right  Honourable  Reprefentative,  had 
an  origin  no  more  fublime  than  the  defire  he  had  to  fectire 
himfelf  in  his  office,  and  that  the  glorious  and  interefling  con- 
fuftjti  in  the  revenues  of  the  City  might  continue  for  ever. 
All  this  would  indeed  be  very  difagreeable  when  it  hap- 
pened:  but  fuch  things  cannot  always  be  helped  ;  for,  let 
wife  men  cover  themielves  the  bed  way  they  can,  the  bufy 
world,  who  always  intermeddle  with  matters  in  which  thej 
have  no  concern,  though  they  cannot  guefs  at  all  the  truth, 
will  often  guefs  very  near  it. 

I  give  great  credit  to  the  author  of  the  Strictures  upon 
the  late  political  conduit  of  Bailie  Smith,  who  has  fo  faga- 
cioufly  unveiled  the  whole  of  his  pretence  to  rpcrit,  from  a 
fuperior  degree  of  attention  to  the  interefts  of  the  City  re- 
venues. This  gentleman  has  let  us  into  the  fecret :  he  tells 
us,  that  Mr.  Sm.th  had  refolved  in  his  own  mind  one  day 
to  become  Lord  Provoft,  and  likewile  Chamberlain,  and  to 
unite  in  himfelf  (as  molt  worthy  and  moll  capable)  all  the 
offices  connected  with  the  City  revenue,  and  to  appropriate 
all  the  profits,  known  and  unknown,  which  might  arife  from 
their  righteous  adminifiration  ;  for  all  which  he  was  to  re- 
munerate the  City,  by  procuring  for  them  Books  of  Ac- 
counts new- bound  and  titled  on  the  back,  Journal,  Leger, 
(jfc.  and  by  pofitively  refraining  in  his  public  capacity 
from  drinking  claret.  I  am  perfectly  convinced,  this  wife 
author  has  guelTed  very  near  the  truth,  and  that  Mr.  Smith, 
lying  in  his  bed  of  a  morning,  has  certainly  indulged  him- 
felf in  fuch  reveries  :  and  I  wifll  this  fenlible  author  had 
proceeded  farther  in  his  gueiles ;  for  if  thetruth  were  known, 
I  am  perfuaded  that  every  politician  id  the  Town  Council, 
and  they  are  all  politicians,  indulges  himfelf  in  fimilar  dreams. 
It  would  be  abundantly  amuling,  if  they   could  all  bo 
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brought  to  an  honeft  confeflion  ;  we  might  then  clearly  dif- 
cover  the  different  ties  by  ■which  their  fincere  affections  to 
Air.  Dundas  have  been  entailed. 

But  though  I  can  amufe  myfelf  with  the  hopes  anddifap- 
pointments  of  political  felfiflinefs,  I  cannot  at  any  time, 
without  fincere  concern  and  fome  indignation,  difcover any 
gentleman,  though  it  were  to  ferve  the  moll:  important  poli- 
tical purpofe,  wantonly  making  ufe  of  the  name  of  any 
other,  to  his  diihonour.  It  appears  from  Mr.  Smith's  pub- 
lication, that  there  are  feveral  objects  of  great  importance 
to  the  City,  all  requiring  Parliamentary  interference ;  and 
Mr.  Smith  ltates,*  that  on  occafion  of  the  laft  elections,  in 
oider  to  gain  their  object,  certain  individuals  had  infinuated 
to  the  members  of  Council,  that  they  could  alTure  them  that 
thefeobjefts  could  be  procured  through  the  medium  of  Mr. 
Dundas,  if  bis  wi/hes  ref peeling  the  elections  were  but  complied 
ivitb  ;  but  not  otherwife.  I  do  not  pretend  to  decide  upon  the 
importance,  the  jullice  or  injuflice,  of  the  meafures  propofed. 
But  for  any  perfon  to  pretend  to  pledge  himfelf,  if  the  elec- 
tions mould  be  carried  in' a  particular  way,  that  Mr. Dundas, 
in  hit  capacity  as  Member  of  Parliament,  would  exert  him- 
felf to  fecure  thefe  objefts,  independent  of  the  merits  of  the 
cafe,  or  that,  upon  a  contrary  event,  he  would  oppofe  the 
meafures  propofed  by  the  City,  would  be,  in  my  apprehsn- 
fion,  the  grolTcfl  infult  which  could  be  offered  to  the  Right 
Honourable  Secretary,  or  to  any  gentleman  of  integrity, 
and  mult  be  fcouted  with  indignation  by  every  friend  of 
Mr.  Dundas.  If  the  meafures  propofed  are  right,  they  will 
necefTarily  meet  with  Mr.  Dundas's  fupport;  but  if  they 
are  improper  or  unjuit,  though  they  were  propofed  to  him 
by  his  very  bell  friends,  he  mult,  he  certainly  would,  oppofe 
them.     A  Member  of  the  Britifh.  Parliament,  fitting  with 

*  AMrefs,  p.  sj. 
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an  independant  mind,  to  decide  upon  the  right  and  wrong 
of  every  fubjecl  which  fhall  come  before  the  Houfe,  is  a 
character  greater  than  that  of  the  firft  miniiter  of  the  greateft 
potentate  on  earth.  Mr.  Dundas  afTuredly  knows,  and 
feels  this  dignity,  and  from  no  felfifh  confideration  can  he 
be  ever  perfuaded  to  thank  the  man,  who,  to  ferve  any  pur- 
pofe,  fhall  fport  the  idea  that  he  could  betray  his  truft  and 
falfify  his  honour.  Though,  therefore,  I  have  faid,  that  a 
principle  of  felfifhnefs  may  poflibly  be  difcovered,  fliaded 
under  various  forms,  amonglt  the  politicians  of  Edinburgh, 
far  be  it  from  me  to  fuppofe  it  poffible,  that  a  principle  fo 
ignoble  has  ever  tainted  the  mind  of  the  Right  Honourable 
Secretary  of  State. 

I  have  thus  traced  the  principles  and  political  fentiments 
of  parties,  and  I  have  found  them  thus  far  in  all  to  be  pre- 
cifely  the  fame;  but  I  have,  upon  a  farther  review  of  the 
fubjeft,  been  led  to  obferve  a  phenomenon  in  the  political 
hemifphere  of  Edinburgh,  whkh  is  certainly  uncommon, 
and  fomehow  unaccountable  ;  for  I  find  that  this  unity,  this 
famenefs  of  mind,  in  their  leading  and  molt  elfential  prin- 
ciples, has  not  continued  to  be  a  bond  of  affection,  or  of  federal 
union  amonglt  the  individuals.  Here  Mr.  Smith  takes  a 
high  tone,  and  exhibits  himfelf  in  a  very  confpicuous  point 
of  view  ;  he  has  faid  of  himfelf,  that  he  has  been  fteady  to 
his  party,  unchangeable  in  his  engagements,  and  tenacious 
of  his  word.  This  bold  aflumption  to  himfelf  of  principle 
and  character,  is  fo  extraordinary,  that  I  am  dii'pofcd  to 
inquire,  firft,  if  it  is  really  true?  and  then,  if  it  be  true,  if  he 
has  been  really  wife  in  doing  fo  ? 

I  take  it,  that  a  party  in  the  management  of  City  politics, 
is  a  very  fimple  fhudture :  it  confifts  of  nothing  more  than  a 
combination  of  certain  perfons  who  politively  promife  and 
engage  to  ftand  by  and  fupport  each  other  in  the  administra- 
tion of  every  thing  refpecling  tl.e  Community,  in  the  go- 

c 
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vernment  of  which  they  either  have,  or  wifh  to  have  a  con- 
cern. Now,  by  the  particular  fet  or  constitution  of  the 
City  of  Edinburgh,  a  party  thus  connected  and  once  in 
power,  if  faithful  to  each  other,  may  continue  and  retain 
their  influence  for  ever.  In  this  point  of  view,  iteadinefs 
to  a  party  is  eifential  to  its  members,  and  will  theretore  be 
reckoned  among!!  politicians,  the  firtf  of  political  virtues. 
To  fecure  this,  therefore,  when  any  new  man  is  propofed 
to  be  introduced  into  the  Council,  the  Lord  Provoit  makes 
him  a  vifit,  and  takes  him  bound  to  the  party,  previous  to 
his  admiffion  :  but  though,  for  obvious  reafons,  this  may,  by 
politician:,  be  ltyled  an  eifential  virtue,  I  am  afraid,  when  the 
matter  is  calmly  conlidered,  there  will  be  found  a  material 
diftindicn  betwixt  fieadinefs  to  a  leader  or  party,  and  ftea- 
dinefs  to  virtuous  (  rinciples;  for  though  it  is  pofiible  they  may 
be  united,  ihat  union  does  not  always  take  place,  and  there- 
fore the  ftrifteft  party- man  is  not  always  the  man  of  ntoit 
fterling  honelly  ;  for  if  that  were  the  cafe,  a  party  of  robbers, 
faithful  to  each  other,  might  often  claim  the  character. 
Mr.  Smith's  pretentions  muft  therefore  be  canvaifed  with 
caution. 

I  find  he  was,  above  four  years  ago,  introduced  into  the 
Council  by  Sir  James  Stirling,  and  that  in  every  itep  of 
his  progrtfs,  he  was  led  forward  by  Sir  James.  The  party 
of  Sir  James  Stirling  has,  therefore,  been  invariably  the 
party  of  Mr.  Thomas  Smith  ;  he  has  not  relinquithed  it 
filjee  the  firft  moment  of  h;s  political  exiftence.  Now,  I 
never  have  heard  even  any  of  his  molt  violent  on  gofers 
allege  againlt  him,  that  his  political  attachments  have  ever 
induced  him  to  -rclinqnifh  the  plain  principles  ol  honour 
and  truth.  Ke  has  told  us,  that  he  has  been  fteadjr 
to  Sir  James,  and  I  have  never  been  told  that  Sir  James 
had  deferted  his  friends;  I  have  not  hcaid  it  alleged,  that 
he  has  altered  the  plan  of  his  adminulration  ;  1  have  not 
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found  that  he,  in  any  particular,  had  changed  his  political 
principles  or  attachments  ;  I  have  not  found  that  he  had 
engendered  difcontent,  by  refufing  favours,  when  he  pof- 
fefTed  the  power  to  beftow  them,  or  that  he  hnd  ever  falfi- 
fied  his  promifes  and  engagements,  when  he  had  once 
pledged  himfelf.  Indeed  the  whole  party  who  have  re- 
mained attached  to  him,  aver,  and  I  have  not  heard  it 
contradicted,  that  both  he  and  all  of  them,  have,  in  every 
particular,  continued  uniformly  the  fame.  If  this  then  is 
the  cafe,  the  queftion  naturally  occurs,  Why  are  Provoft 
Stirling  and  his  friends  in  the  minority  ?  There  muft  have 
been  fomewhere  a  dereliction  from  promife,  from  party 
covenant,  if  not  from  principle  ;  for  if  all  had  remained 
true  to  their  party,  according  to  Mr.  Smith's  idea  of  faith- 
fulnefs,  they  could  not  have  funk  into  a  minority  ;  and  if 
this  ftatement  be  juft,  the  prejent  Magiftrates  and  Town 
Council  muft  have  very  different  ideas  of  the  virtue  of 
fteadinefs  to  a  party,  from  thofe  entertained  by  Mr.  Smith ; 
and  doubtlefs  they  have  found  out  the  moft  folid  and  fatis- 
fying  reafons  for  deferting  their  old  friends,  and  their  old 
engagements,  and  for  forming  new  friends,  a  new  party,  and 
new  engagements.  But  as  from  none  of  the  nublications 
which  I  have  read,  nor  from  any  facts  which  have  come 
to  my  knowledge,  have  I  been  able  to  difcover  what  thofe 
folid  and  fatisfu£tory  reafons  were,  I  muft  reft  my  faith  in 
their  fufficiency,  upon  the  opinion  I  entertain  of  the  wifdom 
and  honour  of  the  prefent  rulers. 

But  there  are  tvvrj  forts  of  men  to  whom  I  cannot  be 
fo  eafily  perfuaded  to  afford  indulgence.  The  firft  is,  that 
man  who  employs  all  his  art  and  influence  to  feduce  ano- 
ther from  his  engagements,  after  he  has  been  fully  affured 
that  thofe  engagements  were  entered  into  fairly  and  un- 
equivocally. Political  morality,  however,  is  fo  diftin- 
^uilhed  from  every  other  code  of  juftice  and  honour,  that 
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I  am  afraid  (having  never  been  initiated)  when  I  fpeak 
upon  the  fubjecl,  I  fhall  be  confidered  as  being  ignorant, 
and  of  a  contrasted  and  illiberal  mind ;  but  fpeaking  as  I 
feel,  and  I  think  I  feel  as  a  man  of  honour  ought  to  do,  I 
do  not  think  there  can  exift  any  reafon  fo  ftrong,  for  one 
gentleman  blowing  out  the  brains  of  another,  as  that  of 
his  foiiciting  him  to  violate  his  promife,  knowing  it  to  be 
pofitively  engaged,  which  is,  in  other  words  foiiciting  him 
to  become  what  be  might  notch  oof e  to  profefs.  Indeed,  fo  much 
am  I  a  novice  in  thefe  matters,  that  if  I  ever  had  been 
employed  to  canvafs  a  borough  or  a  corporation,  the  firft 
queftion  I  fhould  have  thought  of  afking  the  perfon  I 
meant  to  folicit,  would  have  been,  if,  or  not,  he  was  en- 
gaged ?  for  ivere  I  to  folicit  to  vice,  I  Jhould  deem  myfelf  a 
pirtner  with  the  vicious  *.  That  there  have  been  any  fuch  in 
the  prefent  Magi  ftracy,  or  that  any  perfon  has  in  this  manner 
interefted  himfelf  in  their  eftablifhment,  is  more  than  I 
am  willing  to  believe;  but  if  there  have  been  no  tempters, 
what  mud  I  think  of  thofe  wretched  men  of  the  fecond  de- 
fcription,  who,  without  even  being  folicited  or  tempted, 
haxeforfaken  their  party,  and  violated  their  pnmifes  mojlfo- 
lemnly  pledged?  That  there  have  been  fuch,  I  am  entitled 
to  af.lrt  ;  for  in  the  62d  page  of  Mr.  Smith's  publication, 
it  is  faid,  and  has  not  been  contradicted,  even  in  the 
pamphlet  publifhed  by  authority,  "  that  certain  individuals 
"  who  had  voted  agai.ift  us  (that  is,  againft  Sir  James 
"  Stirling  and  his  friends),  in  the  late  divifions,  were 
"  bound  by  every  tie  of  honour  (in  fo  far  as  the  folemn 
"  pledge  of  their  words,  and  giving  of  their  hands,  before 
"  witnelfes,  could  be  underftood  to  bind  them),  to  vote 
"  along  with  us  ;    that  thefe  gentlemen    neverthelefs  had 

*  I  am  informed,  that  it  is  the  practice,  when  a  man  undertakes  a 
political  canvafs,  toTuppofe  every  man  dilengaged,  until  he  tells  him  thecon- 
•  .-   |  under  which  belief,  furcly,  r.othing  improper  can  be  imputed  to  him. 
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"  thrown  off  their  honourable  obligations."  It  is  true,  that 
in  that  publication  their  names  have  not  been  mention- 
ed, neither  (hall  they  be  now  mentioned  by  me  ;  but  in  this 
I  am  decidsd,  that  though  fuch  men  have  been  made  ufe  of 
by  the  gentlemen  prefently  in  power,  the  inbred  fentiments 
of  honour  which  thefe  gentlemen  pofiefs,  mud  have  revolted 
againit  their  conduit  ;  thefe  gentlemen  dare  no*,  they  can- 
not, they  will  not  trull  the  individuals  who  have  deferted 
one  ftandard  and  fled  to  another  ;  for  as  they  wifh  their 
power  to  be  eftabhfiu.d  upon  honourable  principles,  they 
will  fcorn  to  take  afliitance  but  from  honourable  men.  If 
fuch  men  were  to  become  the  rulers  in  the  City  of  Edin- 
burgh, the  Right  Honourable  Secretary  would  do  well 
fpeedily  to  renounce  his  connection  with  it,  for  it  would 
be  no  longer  honourable  for  him  to  continue  its  Repre- 
fentative  ;  the  citizens  would  no  longer  have  to  boaft  of 
Caledonian  faith,  and  good  men  would  no  longer  think  it 
an  honour  to  become  Magi  (hates,  for,  by  the  mufty  pre- 
cep's  of  ancient  religion  and  philofophy,  every  fuch  con- 
duct has  been,  and  ever  will  be  completely  reprobated. 

It  may  be  here  alleged,  that  I  have  departed  from  the 
rule  I  at  the  beginning  laid  down  to  myfelf,  which  was,  to 
avoid  private  perfonalities  ;  but  let  it  be  remembered,  I 
then  faid,  that  /  would  feurch  no  deeper  t  than  parties  have 
laid  thcm/elves  open  to  the  public  view.  Now,  the  dereliction 
of  thefe  men  from  their  faith,  has  been  exprefsly  aflerted, 
it  is  declared  to  have  been  witnejjed,  and  though  they  had 
the  faireft  opportunity  in  the  publication  by  authority, 
they  have  not  contradiShd  it.  It  is  impoflible,  therefore, 
not  to  give  credit  to  this  allegation,  and  I  rfcuft  have  been 
a  traitor  to  the  caufe  of  honour  and  truth,  if  I  could  have 
paffed  the  circumltance  without  the  molt  pointed  reprehen- 
fion  ;  for  I  do  not  know  one  point  of  French  principles  or 
rnorals,  more  dangerous  and  detcitable,  than  that  which  I 
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am  afraid  is  not  wholly  French  ;  I  mean,  that  of  pro- 
pofing  one  rule  of  moral  juftice,  rectitude,  and  truth,  for 
the  p  )li':cian,  and  another  for  the  nun. 

I  have  hitherto  been  looking  inro  the  difcoyeries  which 
have  been  made  by  the  dilTeution  among  the  rulers  of  the 
City  of  Edinburgh,  as  to  the  principles  and  politics  by 
•which  they  fecm  to  have  been  governed  ;  and  I  muft  con- 
fefs,  the  view  which  by  this  has  been  given  of  them,  is 
neither  very  comfortable  for  the  prefent,  nor  promifing  for 
the  future  ;  but  we  (hall  now  try  if  we  can  obtain  greater 
fatisfacYion  from  an  ip.veltigation  into  their  conduct. 

Now,  though  Mr.  Thomas  Smith  has  occupied  only  an 
inferior  fituation  in  the  Magiftracy,  yet  as  he  has  alleged 
that  the  Lord  Provoft,  and  fomc  other  very  refpeclable  gen- 
tlemen, have  always  gone  along  with  him,  but  more  efpe- 
cially,  becaufe  he  has  exhibited  himfe'lf  m  the  bold,  but 
unpopular  character  of  re!  I  r,  and  becaufe  1  always 
entertain  a  particular  jeakiufy  of  fuch  characters,  I  (hall 
commence  with  him.  He  ihall  be  faiily,  though  fevere- 
ly,  tried ;  and  I  am  furry  to  be  obliged,  at  the  beginning,  to 
fay,  that  even  out  of  his  own  mouth  I  muft  condemn  him. 

The  opinion  Which  the  world  feemed  to  have  formed 
refpecling  him  was,  that  he  was  a  man  of  abilities,  or  what 
is  called  clevsr,  and  ihe  very  little  intercourse  which  I 
hue  had  with  him,  had  led  me  to  entertain  the  fame 
opinion  ;  but  iihec  the  Magiftrates  of  Eoiiubu  gh  (who  cer- 
tainly h:.d  good  s  :o  be  well  informed)  have,  by  autho- 
rity, decided  the  contrary,  I  have  given  up  that  point  en- 
tirely, and  I  nm\  find,  that  the  Magiftrates  had  good  rea- 
fon  for   their  opinions  refpe<5ting  him. 

By  Mr.  Smith's  own  (latement,  it  appears,  that  when  he' Was 
firft  introduced  into  the  Council  by  Sir  James  Stirling,  infiead 
of  discovering  that  elevated  genius  which  is  capable  of  great 
affairs,  iniL-ad  of  forming  ideas  of  great  and  public  Utility, 
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the  moment  he  entered  upon  his  office,  he  betrayed  a  mind 
narrow  and  contracted  by  an  education  in  a  counting-houfe. 
The  firlt  object,  as  he  himfelf  tells  us,  which  engaged 
his  attention,  was  the  revenues  of  the  City  ;  and  the  fecond 
>ias,  how  they  might  be  methodized  with  mercantile  ex- 
aftnefs.  This  indeed  difplayed  a  genius  fit  to  become  a 
clerk  or  an  accountant,  but  by  no  means  did  he  difplay  a 
Magijlerial  capacity.  The  next  thing  in  which  we  find 
him  engaged  was,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Walter  Wood, 
in  the  midli  of  ilmng  oppof.tion,  fecuring  the  office  ot 
City  Chamberlain  to  Deacon  Convener  Thomas  Hay. 
Now,  had  he  been  cr.pable  of  forming  a  clear  apprehenfion 
of  men's  characters,  he  miirt  have  at  once  been  fenlible,  that 
of  all  men  Mr.  Hay  was  the  mod  unfit  for  that  office.  Had 
Mr.  Smith  attended  to  Mr.  Hay's  real  circumllances,  ho 
would  have  confidered  him  as  he  had  been  educated,  a  fur- 
geon,  and  pollibly  very  capable  in  his  line,  but  as  ignorant 
of  accounts  as  if  he  had  been  a  gentleman.  It  he  had  at- 
tended to  his  public  conduct,  he  mult  have  known  him  to 
have  been  a  roaring,  buflling,  Deacon  Convener,  and  fuf- 
ficiently  qualified  to  ride  in  the  ftorm  of  election  ;  but 
that  thefe  qualifications,  though  in  themfelves  extremely 
ufcful,  were  diametrically  oppofite  to  the  calm,  deli- 
berate, plodding,  duties  of  a  proper  Chamberlain. — 
Wheie  then  were  all  Mr.  Smith's  abilities  when  he  did  not 
difcover  thefe  things  ?  He  certainly  might  have  known  that 
Mr.  Hay's  experience  at  that  time,  in  accounts,  did  not 
exceed  the  keeping  of  an  apothecary's  day-book.  1  by  no 
means  defire  to  depreciate  Mr.  i:  ty's  convivial  talents  in  a 
mafon  lodge,  or  his  profellional  ones  in  the  myiiery  of 
bolus,  amputation,  and  tec  ;,  but  we  muft  per- 

ceive that  thefe  are  very  different  from  the  qualities  ce- 
celfary  for  a  Chamberlain,  milefs  we  are  as  limple 

"  As  lie  who  took  i'.-.c  dofloi 

"  And  fwallow'd  it  inftead  o'  th"  pill." 


C  n  ] 

It  appears  plainly  from  Mr.  Smith's  after  conduit,  that 
he  became  foon  fenfible  of  the  error  he  had  committed. 
He  quickly  perceived,  that  though  Mr.  Hay  had  obtained' 
the  office  of  Chamberlain,  he  ftill  retained  the  qualities  and 
inclinations  appropriate  to  an  intriguing  Convener.  Mr. 
Smith  was  evidently  alarmed  at  this,  and  he  confidered  it  as 
immediately  necefTary  to  take  meafures  to  prevent  the  con- 
fequences.  But  if  he  difcovered  no  abilities  in  the  election 
be  had  made,  he  manifelted  dill  lefs  in  the  remedies  which 
he  applied  :  tor  the  firft  thing  he  did  upon  that  occafion 
was,  to  counteract  the  courje  of  nature,  by  a  folemn  Aft  of 
Council,  which  prohibited  the  Chamberlain  from  inter- 
meddling with  the  politics  of  the  City  !  Did  he  think  it 
poflible  that  Mr.  Hay,  with  his  reftlefs  turn  of  mind, 
fhould  fit  in  the  midft  of  Bailies  and  Counfellors,  and 
Deacons,  men  all  involved  in  the  very  depth  of  politics, 
and  at  the  fame  time  not  wiOi  to  mix  in  the  profound 
myfteries  ?  Was  it  pollible  for  him  to  attend  their  fealts, 
2nd  drink  their  wine,  and  yet  hold  his  tongue  ?  Was  it  pof- 
fible  for  him  to  think  that  he  could  render  himfelf  necciTary 
or  ufeful  to  any  partv,  and  yet  preferve  himfelf  from  engage- 
ments ?  Mr.  Smith  fhould  have  known  better  than  tc  have 
pretended,  by  reducing  that  officer  to  fubmiffton,  t 'o convince  him 
that  heivas  afervant  of  the  City.  From  the  moment  I  heard  that 
this  Aft  of  Council  was  paffed,  I  determined  in  my  own 
mind,  that  the  party  who  had  framed  it,  had,  by  it,  fixed  Mr. 
Hay,  their  aftive,  perfevering,  and  irreconcilable  enemy. 
I  faw  this  enmity  rivetted  by  the  refolution  of  making  the 
eleftion  of  a  Chamberlain  annual.  I  faw  its  inveteracy 
rendered  unbounded,  by  demanding  from  him  fuch  large 
fecurities  to  enfure  the  faithful  difcharge  of  his  duty.  I 
confidered  it  as  rendered  irreconcilable  when,  by  an  aft 
of  Council,  the  emoluments  of  the  office  of  Chamberlain 
were  confined  within  the  narrow  bounds  of  a  fixed  falary. 
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All  thefe  confequences  were  obvious  ;  and  yet  Mr.  Smith, 
who  moved  or  concurred  in  thefe  meafures,  was  reckoned 
a  man  of  abilities  ! 

It  is  very  true,  that  gentlemen  unconnected  with  politics, 
have  taken  the  liberty  to  think,  that  it  is  very  infolent  in 
the  fervant  of  any  court  to  take  upon  him  to  attempt  to 
rule,  or  even  direct,  his  mailers.  They  have  gone  fo  far 
alfo,  as  to  approve  of  the  idea,  that  a  man  who  had  no 
perfonal  capital,  when  intruded  with  extenfive  money 
tranfaftions,  fhould  give  fecurity  for  his  intromiftions  to 
his  employer  ;  and  they  have  even  faid,  that  it  was  more 
wife  to  define,  by  a  fettled  falary,  the  profits  of  the  City 
Chamberlain,  than  to  permit  him  to  draw  upon  the  public 
funds,  or  to  retain  fums  in  his  own  hand,  according  to 
the  idea  which  he  himfelf  might  form  of  the  importance  of 
his  fervices.  Many  difinterefted  perfons  have  thought  that 
all  this  was  right ;  and  pofllbly  it  was  f  o  :  but  that  is  not  the 
prefent  queftion;  for  the  quedion  is,  Did  Mr.  Smith  and 
his  friends  a£l  in  this  inftance  like  gentlemen  of  abilities  ? 
were  they  wife  and  good  politicians  in  thefe  enactments  ? 
Confult  the  event,  and  the  queftion  need  not  be  put  twice. 

But  there  is  another  part  of  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Smith 
and  his  party,  which  appears  in  a  point  of  view  ftill  more 
ludicrous.  After  he  told  the  public,  that  the  funds  of  the 
City  were  in  extreme  diforder,  infomuch  that  their  ex- 
penditure greatly  exceeded  their  receipt,  and  that,  without 
thorough  and  effectual  reform,  they  would  verge  faft  into  a 
(late  of  bankruptcy  :  after  he  had  told,  that  their  books  appear- 
ed perfectly  incomprehenfible,"  not  to  himfelf  only,  but  to 
every  perfon  with  whom  he  had  communicated  upon  the 
fubject ;  that  neither   the  Lord   Provoft,  nor  any  of  the 

Magiftrates,  nor  their  clerks,  underftood  them,  and  that  Mr. 

Hay's  opinion  of  them  was,  that  they  were  never  intended 

D 
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to  be  underflooi : — after   having  informed  us  of  all  this, 
he  then  with  great  gravity  tells  us,  that  he  ferioufly  ap- 
p'ied  to,  and  infilled  that  the  prefent  Chamberlain  fhould 
undertake    the  arduous  tafk  of  explaining  and  reforming 
them !  Can  any  perfon  think  that  he  was  in  earned,   in 
making   fuch  a  proportion  to  a  perfon  whom  he  knew  to 
be,  in  no  refpeft,  wifer  than  others,  and  therefore  entirely 
incapable  of  underftanding  or  reforming  what  was  v:::m- 
prehenpble?  Let  him  tell   the   public,    if  he   would   have 
taken  any  difciple  of  Galen  from  his  laboratory,  and  have 
made  him  at  once  his  confidential  clerk,  to  regulate  the 
affairs  of  his  counting-houfe.  There  is  not  a  banker  in  Edin- 
bu/gh,  who  would  have  tried  the  experiment.     Mr.  Bruce, 
the  accountant,  it  feems,  faid,  that  he  would  be  a  bold 
man  who  would  attempt  the  re  orm.     Mr.    Hay  certainly 
is  a  bold  man  in  certain  fituations ;  but  it  would  be  ridi- 
culous to  expect  to  find  him  bold  upon  arithmetical  ground, 
or  that  he  ftiould  have  fuftered  himfelf  to  be  perfuaded,  all 
at  once,   to  have  plunged  himfelf  into  the  midft  of  the 
chaotic  unintelligible  mafs.    For  my  own  part,   I  am  not 
furprifed,  that  he  fhould  have  declined,  and  even  perempto- 
rily refufed  to  do  fo.     It  has  given  me  no  furprife,  that  he 
has  made  up  no  rental  of  the  New  Town  feu-duties,  or, 
that  he  has  permitted  the  arrears  due  to  the  Town,  to  in- 
creafe  fo  greatly.     I  am  not  furprifed  to  find  him  charging 
the  City  funds  as  debtor  to  himfelf,  in  the  fum  of  rol. 
though  it  did  appear,  from  Mr.  Bruce's  ftatement,  that  he 
was  indebted  to  the  City,  at  the  fame  time,  in  the  fum  of 
1400I.;*  neither  is  it  extraordinary,  under  his  manage- 
ment, that,  throughout  the  year,  it  fhould  appear  the  City 
were  indebted  to  the  Banker,   uool.  more  than  the  Cham- 
berlain  had   charged  himfelf  with ;    for   in   all    this   th» 

*  Addrcfi,  p.  18. 
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Chamberlain  is  confeffedly  innocent,  as  it  originated  en- 
tirely from  his  ignorance,  or  from  his  not  bing  able  to 
comprehend  things  not  intended  to  be  uridetftootf.  But 
the  abfmdity  of  the  whole  is,  that  Mr.  Smith  would  per- 
fuade  us,  that  he  was  ferious  in  expecting  that  this  was  the 
perfon  who  was  to  accomplifh  his  favourite  reform!  To 
every  intelligent  mind,  it  mult  appear  perfectly  ob- 
vious, that,  confidering  the  Chamberlain's  natural  turn  of 
mind,  his  education,  his  mercantile  incapacity,  but  efpe- 
ciaily  his  particular  attachment  to  confufion,  and  his  refolu- 
tion  againfl  reform,  it  was  ridiculous  to  expect  it  from 
him,  abfurd  to  require  it,  and  impoflible  for  him  to  com- 
plete it. 

Notwithstanding  all  this,  Mr.  Smith  has  in  fact  been  of 
confiderable  fervice  to  the  community  ;  for  he  has  made 
difcoveries,  and  been  the  occafion  of  the  other  party  making 
difclofurcs,  which,  I  believe,  neither  of  them  intended ; 
but  which  may,  in  the  event,  turn  out  very  fortunate  for 
the  City  of  Edinburgh  :  and  in  what  follows,  I  intend  to 
ufe  them  very  freely  for  the  public  good. 

As  it  is  natural  rather  to  take  pleafure  in  giving  praife^ 
than  in  finding  fault ;  when  I  firft  heard  of  Mr.  Smith 
having  publifhed  his  difcoveries,  I  expected  that  he  would 
have  given  his  fellow-citizens  the  fatisfadtion  to  hear  a 
faithful  hiftory  of  the  good  and  great  achievements,  which, 
for  a  feries  of  years  back,  have  been  performed  by  the  re- 
fpedtable  Magiflrates  of  Edinburgh;  but  whether  it  has 
been  from  envy,  becaufc,  in  his  own  time,  nothing  of  cori- 
fequence  had  been  done,  or  whatever  has  occafioned  it,  he 
lias  been  ftubbornly  filent  on  this  head.  At  firft,  I  found 
rnyfelf  not  difpleafed  at  Mr.  Smith's  neglect,  as  1  wifhed 
to  occupy  the  ample  field  :  I  therefore  immediately  buficd 
myfelf  in  confulting  records,  &c. ;  but  it  is  impoffible  to 
deferibe  how  much  I  felt  mortified,  in  not  having  met 
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with  any  one  period  diftinguifhed  from  another,  for  up- 
wards of  a  century,  in  which  the  united  genius  of  our  re- 
fpe&able  Magistrates  has  ventured  to  go  a  ftep  beyond  the 
jog-trot  of  their  forefathers.  * 

The  general  difFufion  of  the  light  of  fcience,  the  li- 
berality introduced  into  religion,  the  perfeclion  difplayed 
in  the  fine  arts,  the  aftonifhing  fuccefs  with  which  philofo- 
phical  and  mechanical  difeoveries  have  been  applied  for  the 
benefit  of  fociety,  have  not  produced  any  diftinguifhed  ex- 
ertion amongft  the  Magifhacy  of  Edinburgh  during  all  that 
period,  to  promote  and  fecure  the  morals,  the  religion,  the 
conveniency,  the  comfort,  or  fafety  of  the  inhabitants.  I 
cannot,  for  obvious  reasons,  here  allow  of  the  exception  of 
the  New  College  ;  though  it  certainly  is  the  mofi  fpkndid  mo- 
dern ruin  in  Britain,  which  has  been  fmifl:td  at  a  very  great 
expence,  and  is  the  fubject  of  wonder  to  Grangers. 

*  Here  I  mufl  except  one  diflinguiflied  character,  I  mean  Provoft  George 
Drummond,  who  has  immortalized  his  name  as  founder  of  the  Infirmary; 
the  whole  plan  of  which  he  devifed,  and,  by  his  induftry,  procured  the 
funds  neceflarv  for  its  erection;  and  it  is  alfo  laid  of  him,  that  his  genius 
firfl  ftiggeflfcd  the  plan  of  the  Extended  Royalty,  which  has  now  become 
an  elegant  and  beautiful  City. 

It  may  poflibly  be  expefted,  that  I  iliould  take  this  occafion  to  make  par- 
ticular mention  of  the  late  Provoft  Elder;  but  the  truth  is,  he  was  much 
more  amiable  as  a  man,  than  dittinguiihed  as  a  Magiurate;  and  it  was  the 
mildncfs  of  his  manners,  and  fuavity  of  his  addrefs,  which  gave  popularity 
to  his  adminiflration. 

Mr,  Elder  was  a  good  man.  and  that  is  better  than  faying  he  was  great — 
he  was  entirely  under  the  direction  of  his  Right  Honourable  friend ;  he 
loved  and  ferved  his  relations  bettor  than  he  did  his  friends,  but  he  was 
truly  humane  and  polite  to  all,  and  his  memory  will  be  refpefted,  whilil 
goodnefs  fliall  be  revered. 

I  with  fincerely,  that  he  h.iil  not  fuffcreJ  himfelf  to  be  perfmded  by  his 
friends,  to  leave  Peterhead,  when  Sir  James  Stirling  was  laft  called  to  the 
Chair  as  Chief  Magiflrate;  and,  out  of  refpeci  to  his  memory,  and  on 
that  account  a'onc,  I  rc^rtt  the  imprudence  of  Crito,  in  re-pubhfiiing  the 
correfpondence  betwixt  him  and  Mr.  Smith,  in  the  year  1798. 
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But  though  I  have  been  difappointed  in  neither  finding, 
from  Mr.  Smith's  publications,  nor  from  my  own  re- 
fearches,  many  things  of  former  times  upon  which  I  can  con- 
gratulate my  Fellow  citizens  ;  yet,  as  he  held  himfelf  forth  as 
a  reformer,  I  ha.i  no  doubttliatl  (hould  have  found  a  line  of 
conduct  chalk  d  out  by  him  fir  a  fubfequent  ndminiftration, 
which  would  have  fully  compenfated  for  all  former  defects. 
This  certainly  required  no  extraordinary  exertions  of  genius 
or  talents  ;  but  as  he  has  done  very  little  to  that  purpofe,  I 
(hall  take  it  upon  myfelf,  being  the  principle  defign  of  this 
publication. 

I  begin  with  the  Civil  Policy. 

It  is  within  the  recollection  of  many  perfons,  what  ad- 
vantages the  Community  derived  from  the  exertions  of 
Baron  Coekburn,  when  he  was  Sheriff" of  Edinburgh,  who, 
during  a  long,  wife,  vigorous,  and  active  Magittracy,  con- 
tributed fo  effectually  to  the  fecurity  of  the  inhabitants. 
Nov,',  it  is  truly  furprifing,  that  with  fuchan  example  before 
them,  the  Magiftrates  have  not  been  roufed  to  exertion,  but 
have  permitted  the  fame  ineffectual,  fleepy  policy  (till  to 
prevail,  which  was  eftablifhed  fome  centuries  ago.  Mr. 
Smith  informs  us,  that  the  City  Guard  (tands  the  Commu- 
nity an  expence  no  lefs  than  1600I.  annually  ;  and  it  is  con- 
ferred by  every  nerfon,  that  they  are  an  inftitution  completely 
ufelefs.  In  the  day-time  they  fleep  in  the  guard-houfe;  in 
the  night  they  fleep,  or  do  worfe,  upon  watch  ;  and  the  in- 
habitants derive  no  fafety  from  them.  In  times  of  peace 
they  are  of  no  fervice,  and  in  times  of  riot  they  fland  as  fta- 
tues :  for  real  bufinefs  they  are  of  no  value,  and  for  parade 
they  are  ridiculous.  I  have  not  calculated  what  would  be 
the  comparative  expence  betwixt  them,  and  an  increafe  of 
peace  officers,  together  with  a  numerous  and  well  regulated 
night  watch  ;  but  of  this  I  am  certain,  that  the  difference 
jn  effect  would  be  felt  to  operate  fo  powerfully  upon  the 
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public  fecurity,  that   even  an  additional  expence  would  be 
well  bellowed.     But  it  is  believed,  that  one  half  of  what  is 
now  expended  would  be  more  than  fufficientfor  the  purpofe, 
vhilft   by  thetn  private  crimes  would  either  be  prevented, 
or  timcufiy  difcovered:  and,  in  cafe  of  riot,  if  peace  offi- 
cers Ihould  not  be  found  fufficient,  we  enjoy  the  particular 
privilege,  that  military  barracks  areeftablilhed  at  both  extre- 
mities of  the  City  ;  and,  for  the  fuppreffion  of  riot,  the  mili- 
tary power  will  be  always  fubfervicnt  to  the  command  of  the 
Civil  Magiftrate.  A  complete  change,  therefore,  in  this  part 
of  police,  would  be  found  profitable  in  the  article  of  expence, 
2nd  otherwife  effentially  beneficial  to  the  City  of  Edinburgh. 
But  if  the  gentlemen  in  the  Government  of  the  City,  on 
account  of  their  being  fo  fhort  a  time  in  office,  and  their  being 
neceffarily  engaged  in  their  own  private  affairs,  fhall  find  it 
impoflible  to  apply  themfclves  to  under/land  or  to  bring  into 
'■,  fchetr.es  of  a  regular  and  effectual  police,  they  certainly 
have  it  in  their  power  to  rectify  the  practice  of  their  Court  in 
the  adminiftration  of  jr.fiice.   Not  that  I  can  impeach  their 
ice  ;  that  does  n^t  admit  even  of  fufpicion.  But,  as  things 
are  at  prefent  carried  on,  it  is  truly  diitreffingtohave  any  con- 
cern in  a  prccefs  which  mud  be  litigated  before  them;  for 
expenfive,  vexatious  litigation  and  delays,  are  fo  fnccefsfully 
pracTifedj  that  even  the  molt  trifling  difference  which  may 
happen  betwixt  a  mafler  and  a  fervant,  can  fcarcely  be  de- 
cided in  twelve  months,  after  having  involved  the  parties 
in  an  expence  ten  times  beyond  the  value  of  the  fubje&liti- 
gate'd.  As  the  Magiilratcs  have  the  example  before  them  of 
the  fmall  debt  adl,  and  the  confequent  procedure  before  the 
Jnftices,  which  has  been  found  fo  beneficial  to  the  country, 
nothing  can  prevent  them,  if  they  (hall  be  fo  difpofed,  but 
that    by    one    a£t    of    their    refpeclable    authority,  they 
fliould  put  an  end  to  this  difgraceful  traffic.     Let  them  act 
like  men  of  fenfe  and  incorruptible   intergrity  ;  let  them 
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difmifs  their  folicitors  from  their  courts  ;  let  them  conftittite 
themfelves  a  Court  of  faithful  jurymen,  to  whofe  verdict 
the  rights  of  their  countrymen  have  been  fubmitted  ;  let 
them  call  parties  and  witnefles  at  once  perfonally  before 
them,  and  let  never  the  decifion  be  delayed  beyond  a  fecond 
hearing.  In  that  cafe  they  may  fometimes  decide  raihly, 
but  they  would  always  decide  honeftly,  and  they  would  be 
very  feldom  in  the  wrong,  but  would  merit  the  thanks  of 
the  whole  City,  and  fave  themfelves  an  infinite  deal  of  trou- 
ble. I  am  perfuaded,  that  it  would  only  require  a  mo- 
ment's confideration,  for  gentlemen  who  have  been,  and 
may  foon  again  become  private  citizens,  to  determine  to 
form  arrangements,  in  the  benefit  of  which  they  themfelves, 
alongft  with  the  reft,  of  the  Community,  would  ih:uj  fd 
abundantly.  But  if  the  Magiftrates  of  this  City  have  been 
for  fo  long  a  period  fo  bewildered  in  the  mazes  of  politics, 
that  thev  could  find  no  leifure  to  pay  attention  to  an  object 
fo  necelfary  for  the  comfort  and  profperity  of  the  public,  1 
am  doubly  forry  to  fay,  that  in  more  important  matters  they 
have  been  led  to  adopt  fuch  meafures,  that  even  the  moral 
and  religious  intcrcfts  of  the  City  have  thereby  fuffered  ex- 
ceedingly. 

It  has  become  fulTiionable  amongft  all  ranks,  to  (peak 
even  with  palTion,  lamenting  the  increafing  immorality  of 
the  lower  orders  of  the  people  ;  of  the  want,  or  rather  the 
perverfion  of  principle  amongft  them,  and  thereby  of  the  fa- 
cility with  which  ignorant  or  ill  meaning  demagogues  have 
imprelTed  their  minds  with  opinions  inimical  to  found  go- 
vernment, to  right  morals,  and  true  religion.  Even  the 
General  AlTembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  have  indulged 
themfelves  to  fpeak  unwarrantably  upon  that  fubjeft.  But 
when  I  confider  how  the  matter  truly  ftands,  at  leafl  in  the 
City  of  Edinburgh,  I  obferve,  that  the  whole  conduct  of  the 
Magiftrates  and  Town  Council,  has  gradually,  but  unavoid- 
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ably,  rendered  it  impoflible  but  that  the  poorer  people  (hall 
remain    ignorant   and   immoral :  for,    notwithstanding  the 
increafe  of  the  numbers  of  the  inhabitants,  the  number  of 
religious  teachers  upon  the  eftabhfhmerit  continues  (till  the 
fame.     Befides,    though  from  the  general  elegance  of  mo- 
dern manners,   it  has   become  impoflible  that  good  Chrif- 
tians  mould  now  fit  fo  dole,  and  crov.  d  upon  each  other 
in  church,  as  they  did  in  former  times,  one  or  two  perfonS 
being  now  reckoned  fnfficient  to  occupy  a  pew ;  and  it  is 
even  by  fome  thought  a  fufficient  mark  of  refpect  to  reli- 
gion, if  a  family  (hall  rent  a  feat,  though  they  fhould  never 
occupy  it  at  all  ;  notwithstanding  all  this,  there  is  no  more 
room  provided  for  the  inhabitants  than  they  had  an  hundred 
years  ago,   infomuch,   that  though  the  churches  are  almoft 
defolate,  the   inhabitants   cannot  be  accommodated   with 
feats.     And  further,   the  churches  are  all  newly  repaired 
and  elegantly  ornamented,  the  feat  rents  are  become  an  objeil 
qf  City  finance,  by  which  means  their  price  is  raifed  beyond 
the  reach  of  the  poor,  and  they  are  now  fo  elegant,  that  it 
would  be  thought  diSgraceful  to  fee  them  occupied  by  any 
perfon  with  a  bad  coat  upon  his  back  ;  fo  that  upon  the 
whole,  the  Magi(trates  could  not  have  devifed  any  method 
more  effectually  to  exclude  the  poor  from   public  worfhip 
and  instruction  ;  and  it  is  no  wonder  that,  as  the  clergy feldom 
fee  any  of  the  inferior  ranks  among  their  hearers,  they  fhould 
adapt  their  fermons  to  their  audience,  and  forget  that  they 
are  by  any  ties  connected  with  the  vulgar.     What  title  then 
have  the  rich,  who  rent  the  feats  they  never  occupy,  and 
thereby  exclude  the  poor  from  public  worfhip — what  right 
have  the  Magistrates,   who,  by  impoSing  heavy  rents,  yet 
more  effectually  exclude  them  from  the  means  oi  inftrifction 
— what  right  have  any  of  them  to  complain  of  the  people  as 
being  ignorant  and  unprincipled  ?    How  can  they  complain 
of  them  as  giddy  and  hypocritical,  when  they  fee  them  run- 
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ning  after  new  teachers  ?  Hear  me,  and  I  will  tell  you  the 
reajon  of  this  apparent  unprincipled  levity .  It  is  not  fo  much  on 
account  of  the  principles  of  thefe  teachers,  nor  of  the  attrac- 
tions of  their  popular  eloquence,  that  they  follow  them  with 
fuch  avidity  :  but  they  find  themfelves  excluded  ;  they  are 
neglected  ;  they  are  in  this  refpect  in  fact  defpifed,  and  hu- 
man nature  revolts  at  the  ufage.  Is  it  wonderful,  then,  that 
they  fliould  go  where  they  find  the  doors  of  the  churches 
laid  open  to  them,  where  the  minifters  treat  them  with  at- 
tention, and  with  kindnefs,  and  where  they  exprefs  and 
manifeft  a  fincere  concern  for  their  intereft  and  happinefs  i 
Will  any  man  of  difcernment  fay,  that  it  can  be  difficult,  in 
fuch  circumftances,  for  teachers,  though  poffeffed  of  no 
higher  powers  than  warm  hearts,  animated  with  enthufiafm, 
to  gather  together  the  fcattered,  the  neglected,  the  perifhing 
people  ? 

I  would  excufe  the  Magiftrates  in  this  matter,  if  they 
were  compelled  by  any  neceffity  to  bear  fo  hard  upon  the 
inferior  orders  of  the  people,  who  constitute  eight  tenths  at 
leaft  of  the  inhabitants  of  Edinburgh;  but  they  cannot  fay 
that  their  funds  appropriate  for  that  purpofe  are  too  narrow 
and  circumfcribed.  I  have  feen  by  Mr.  Smith's  ftatement, 
that  the  funds  belonging  to  the  ecclefiaitical  eftablifhment  in 
this  City,  amou nt  to  the  great  fum  of  6598l.Zw0w7.and  there 
is  not  mure  than  one  half  of  it  at  prefent  applied  to  thea  ppro- 
priate  purpofe  to  which  it  was  originally  deftined.  Now, 
it  is  furely  highly  improper  to  alienate  the  remainder  to  any 
different  purpofes  ;  and  the  Magiftrates,  who  are  only  truf- 
rees,  cannot,  upon  any  found  principles,  excufe  the  mifap- 
plication  otherwife  than  from  inadvertency. 

It  would  have  been  greatly  to  the  honour  of  Sir  James 
Stirling,  Mr.  Jackfon,  or  Mr.  Smith,  if  in  this  refpedf  they 
had  manifefted  a  well-limed  and  hor.elf.  compaffion  for 
the  poor.      I    do  not    altogether    admire    Mr.    Halden's 
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Propaganda  Jidei  Schemes,  but  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion, 
that  a  greater  benefit  could  not  be  done  to  this  City,  than 
to  try  to  make  all  ranks  amongft  them  good  Chriftians.  The 
higher  ranks  are  already  cared  for,  being  under  a  tuition 
juft  fuited  to  them;  and  I  think  it  but  right,  that  the  lower 
ranks  ihould  alfo  be  attended  to.  Now,  I  apprehend  that 
the  ecclefiaftical  funds  are  fufficient  to  double  the  number  of 
Churches  upon  the  ejlablifhment  in  Edinburgh;  and  this  ought 
to  be  done  ivithout  delay.  I  do  not  mean  that  they  fhould  be 
erected  at  the  expence  of  2o,oool.  each,  according  to  the 
elegant  plan  of  the  late  Provoft  Elder,  propofed  for  Char- 
lotte-fquare ;  I  would  propofe  that  they  fhould  be  erected 
in  proper  central  fituations,  at  a  moderate  expence,  plain, 
clean,  and  commodious.  I  would  propofe,  that  no  feat 
fhould  be  let  above  one  (hilling,  and  that  with  this  exprefs 
provifion,  that  if  it  (hall  not  be  occupied  by  the  time  the  firft 
pfalms  (hall  be  concluded,  the  door  of  it  (hall  be  laid  open 
to  the  firft  perfon  who  choofes  to  fit  in  it,  who  (hall  not  be 
difturbed  for  that  day  in  his  pofleffion.  And  as  the  Magif- 
trates  have  been  at  due  pains  to  provide  the  other  churches 
with  payors  fo  completely  fuited  to  the  tafte  of  the  higher 
ranks,  they  (hould  not  now  grudge  a  little  trouble  to  find 
Clergymen  for  the  propofed  eftabliihment,  fuited  to  their 
duties ;  men  of  plain,  (bong  fenfe,  of  pure  principles  and 
found  morals,  endowed  with  benevolent  affections,  and,  if 
you  pleafe,  a  little  enthufiajlically  attathed  to  the  Chriftian 
religion  :  Men  (incerely  defirous  to  teach  and  enforce  its 
doctrines,  its  precepts,  and  its  hopes  ;  who  (hall  be  more 
defirous  to  do  good  than  to  (hine  :  Men  who  (hall  not  be 
difgufled  at  the  idea,  nor  refufe,  when  occafion  requires.with 
companionate  and  benevolent  hearts,  to  enter  even  into  the 
pooreft  and  dirtied  houfe  in  Edinburgh  ;  where  they  might 
find  opportunity  to  inftru ct,  to  aflift,  and  comfort  the  verieft 
wretch  that  lives,  and  not  difdain  to  call  him  brother  ;  and, 
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finally,  men  who  would  have  patience  with  the  weak,  the 
obftinate,  and  even  with  the  vitious ;  fuch  men  would  collect 
the  multitude,  they  would  teach  them  principles,  and  inftil 
into  them  the  love  of  virtue.     Let  not  the  Magistrates  of 
Edinburgh  be  alarmed ;  it  never  was  my  intention  that  the 
number  of  the  Minifters  in  Edinburgh  mould  be  increafed; 
but  my  idea  was,  that  the  moment  any  of  the   prefent  in- 
cumbents (hotild  fleep  with  his  fathers,  the  Church  Jhould  no 
longer  be  collegiate  ;  for  I  confider  that  a  Clergyman  who  is  in 
health,  and  cannot  iingly  perform  the  duties  of  a  Church  and 
Pariffi,  is  not  worthy  of  the  important  ftation  which  he  tills  *. 
Upon  the  whole,  the  funds  are  fufEcient,  the  obligations  are 
peremptory,  and  the  objects  are  of  infinite  importance;  fo 
that    I  apprehend  it  is  impoflible,   that  any  confideration 
fhould  ever  influence  the  Magistrates  to  delay  or  difappoint 
the  important  and  interefting  fcheme  ;  but  if  the  Magi  Urates 
fhould  refufe  to  exert  themfelves  fo  ufefully,  the  Clergy, 
who  alone  by  law  are   entitled  to  collect  the  funds,  {hould 
wreft  them  from  the  hands  of  the  City,  and  like  men  and 
Chriftians,  take  this  work  of  reformation  upon  themfelvest. 
It  is   hardly  to   be   expected,  when  great  matters  have 
efcaped  notice,  that  fmaller  objects,  though  of  confiderable 

*  Since  this  Work  went  to  pvefs,  fo  far  are  the  Magistrates  of  Edinburgh 
from  adopting  the  fentiments  of  the  Author,  that  upon  a  motion  made  by 
Bailie  Jackfon,  in  Council,  they  have  unanimoufly  rcfolved  to  make  St. 
Andrew's  Church  a  collegiate  charge ;  and  for  that  purpofc,  have,  or  are 
about  to  give  a  prefentation  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ritchie,  Miniiler  of  Kilmar- 
nock, a  gentleman  who  has  enjoyed  his  prefent  living  but  a  few  weeks. 
Thus,  an  additional  burthen  is  impofed  on  the  City,  without  the  fmalleft 
benefit  accruing  to  the  public.  Can  our  rulers,  civil  or  ecclefiaflic,  blame 
the  people  for  vifiting  the  Cncus,  or  affembling  in  thoufands  on  the  Calton 
Hill? 

t  Inthe  year  1661, the  law  which  appropriates  the  funds  for  the  ecclefiaf- 
tical  eftablifiiment,  appoints  that  nthallbc  levied  by  the  Deacons  belonging 
to  the  different  rarilhcs. 
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importance,  fhould  meet  with  attention,  or  elfe  a  well  re- 
gulated general  corn-market  would  have  been  long  ago 
eftablilhed  by  the  Magiftrates,  being  a  meafure  which  would 
prove,  if  completed,  of  decided  and  general  utility  :  they 
alfo  would  have  devifed  fome  plan  more  effectual  than  the 
prefent,  for  lighting  the  ftreets  of  Edinburgh  ;  for  in  many 
places  of  the  City,  there  is  not  at  prefent  light  fufficient  to 
guide  the  pick-pocket  or  ftreet-robber  to  his  prey.  But  my 
talk  would  be  endlefs,  were  I  to  fugged  all  the  good  which 
might  be  done  by  willing  Magijlrates  ;  and  as  I  have  no 
doubt  but  the  prefent  rulers  are  fufficiently  well  difpofed, 
fo  I  entertain  the  animating  hope  that  they  will  give  their 
fellow-citizens  the  fatistaftion  to  fee,  that  they  have  not 
only  refolvtd  to  ceafe  to  do  evil,  but  to  learn  to  do  well. 

Matters  of  finance  have  been  the  principal  fubjecl:  which 
has  been  canvalfed  between  the  Magiftrates  and  Mr.  Smith: 
I  lhall  now  go  along  with  the  parties  upon  that  fubje<5l,  and 
endeavour  to  difcover,  if  poffible,  where  reiorm  is  neceffary, 
and  in  what  manner  it  may  be  effected. 

I  lay  it  down  as  a  firft  principle,  that  all  Magiftrates  are 
only  Truftees  or  Adminiftrators  of  the  public  revenue,  and 
they  are  by  no  means  entitled  to  divert  any  part  of  it  from 
its  original  deftination  :  hence  their  powers  are  limited,  and 
wherever  they  trangrefs  their  powers,  they  are  guilty  of  in- 
juftice.  I  am  afraid  in  this  refpect,  the  conduct  of  the 
Magiftrates  of  Edinburgh,  for  a  long  time  pall,  will  not  bear 
a  ftri£l  inveftigation.  I  (hall  not  again  notice  what  I  have 
already  obferved,  refpedting  the  ecclefiaftical  funds,  which  to 
the  extent  of  3000I.  and  upwards,  have  been  very  improperly 
applied  to  the  ordinary  expenditure  of  the  City  ;  I  (hall  only 
addupon  that  article,  that  it  is  no  fufficient  apology  for  mifap- 
plication,  that  for  the  ordinary  expenditure  the  Magiftrates 
need  money.  I  likewife  need  money;  but  that  gives  me  no 
title  to  poflefs  myfelf  of  that  which  doth  not  belong  to  me. 
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But  another  article  has  attracted  my  attention,  which  has 
been  long  difgraceful  to  the  adminiftration  of  the  City,  and 
I  am  almoft  afhamed  to  mention  it.  There  is  a  revenue,  the 
average  amount  of  which  is,  annually,  about  400I.  which 
arifes  from  the  entry-money  paid  at  the  admiffion  of  Bur- 
geites.  This  fund  isexprefsly,  by  the  fetof  the  City,  appro- 
priated as  a  provifion  for  fallen  back  Burgefles,  their  chil- 
dren, and  fervants  ;  and  yet  to  that  charitable  purpofe,  not 
one  milling  of  it  is  applied.  This  is  certainly  inexcufable  ! 
How  can  that  policy,  or  thofe  meafures  profper,  which  are 
fupported  by  depriving  of  comfort,  poffibly  even  of  fufte- 
nance,  the  man  or  family  who  once  enjoyed  better  days,  and 
perhaps  was  even  in  the  Magiftracy  ?  The  cry  of  their 
complaints  afcends  to  the  Parent  of  the  Univerfe.  The 
city  rulers  cannot  furely  hear  it  without  reforming  it ;  they 
mult  furely  reftore  their  rights  to  the  indigent.  Can  thefe 
gentlemen  fit  down  to  feaft  at  the  public  expence,  can 
cheerfulnefs  furroundthe  focial  board,  when  every  di(h  upon 
the  luxurious  table,  every  bottle  of  wine,  fhallbefeen  as  if 
marked  with  this  label :  This  has  been  purloined from  the  J 'canty 
meal,  and  rent  from  the  thin  garment  of  fallen  back  Burgeffes  ! 
Rather  than  be  a  fharer  in  fuch  a  feaft,  I  had  rather  be  the 
fallen  back  burgefs,  fhivering  under  the  winter  ftorm,  and 
pining  emaciated  for  the  want  of  food !  Here,  furely,  the 
Magiftrates  will  not  delay  a  moment  to  reform  ;  but  if  they 
fhould  in  the  City  of  Edinburgh,  famed  for  being  charitable 
even  to  profufion,  as  every  man  is  entitled  to  fift  himfelf  a 
party  in  the  caufe  of  the  poor,  I  truft  fome  good  hearted 
man  will  ftep  boldly  forward  in  the  caufe  of  mercy,  and 
reftore  the  precious  depofit  to  its  righteous  owners. 

The  next  thing  which  has  occurred  to  me,  and  upon 
which  I  cannot  help  animadverting,  is  the  vote  of 
aid,  by  which  2000I.  were  given  to  Government,  which 
was  called  the  voluntary  contribution.     Now,  in  my  appre- 
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henfion,  it  was  beyond  the  powers  of  the  Magiflrates,  being 
only  adminiftrators  of  funds  not  their  own,  to  beftow  any 
fuch  gift  upon  any  pretence  whatever.  But  were  we  to 
allow  that,  as  truftees,  they  had  a  right  to  give  away  the 
public  property,  yet  they  were  not  in  their  prefent  circum- 
ftances,  in  juftice,  entitled  to  ftretch  out  their  hands  and 
contribute  a  fingle  fhilling  from  the  City  funds,  even  to 
preferve  the  fafety  of  the  country;  for,  according  to  Mr. 
Smith's  ftatements  (and  I  have  not  perceived  that  he  has  been 
miftaken),  their  debt  exceeds  their  capital,  and  their  credi- 
tors alone  could  authorize  them  to  be  generous.  As  an 
evidence  of  this,  Mr.  Smith  has  ftated,  that  they  could  not 
pay  it  till  they  fold  the  only  ftock  they  had  remaining. 
There  is  not  in  this  ifland  a  man  more  loyal  than  I  am,  or 
more  difpofed  to  do  his  utmolt  for  the  public  fafety,  and  the 
prefervation  of  our  invaluable  rights  ;  but  if  I  took  upon  me 
to  difpofe  of  the  property  of  another  for  that  purpofe, 
the  deed  would  be  unpardonable,  becaufe  it  would  be  unjuft. 
But  fuch  has  been,  in  the  prefent  inltance,  the  generality  of 
the  Magiftrates  of  Edinburgh.  The  thing  however  is 
done,  and  I  fhall  not  animadvert  farther  upon  it;  but  I  hope 
our  rulers  will  hereafter  remember,  that  it  is  their  duty  to  be 
juft,  before  they  fhall  indulge  their  generous  propenfities. 

I  have  farther  to  (fate  another  thing  which  is  exprefsly 
aflerted  in  Mr-  Smith's  Addrefs,  in  which  the  conduct  of  our 
Magiftrates  appears  yet  more  extraordinary,  and  can  fcarcely 
be  vindicated  upon  any  juft  principles.  Mr.  Smith  has 
ftated,  that  the  Magiftrates  have  levied  i^ool.  annually  from 
the  inhabitants  of  the  City,  and  that  entirely  by  their  own 
proper  authority.  From  his  account  ot  it,  it  would  ftem 
that  they  are  become  confeious  that  they  have  acted  ille- 
gally, as  they  now  propofe  to  obtain  an  aft  ot  Parliament, 
to  authorize  in  future  this  exaction.  It  i*  the  duty  ol  every 
Britilh  fubjeft,  to  be  jealous  in  fupport  of  the  conltitutional 
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rights  of  the  Community ;  now  I  am  afraid  the  conduct  of 
our  Magiftrates,  mud,  even  by  the  moil  moderate  and  can- 
did, be  confidered  as  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  country, 
a  bold  encroachment  upon  our  moft  facred  rights ;  and  I 
would  fain  perfuade  myfelf,  that  it  has  been  fome  necefiity 
bordering  even  upon  diflrefs,  which  could  have  fo  led  them 
to  venture  upon  a  meafure  fo  hazardous.  It  is  well  known, 
ttiat  it  is  a  fundamental  law  of  our  conltitution,  that  the 
power  of  Parliament  alone  can  levy  contribution,  or  alTefs 
the  community  :  no  plea  of  necefiity  can  militate  againfl 
this  its  moft  valuable  prerogative  ;  it  is  the  anchor  bv  which, 
we  hold  our  liberty,  our  property,  and  lives  ;  it  is  a  right, 
to  maintain  which  our  forefathers  have  bled.  /  hold  war 
and  all  its  glories  in  detefiation,  but  I  would  wield  the  fword 
of  ftern  re  fi  dance  againft  every  power  on  earth,  rather 
than  fuffer  the  dangerous  invafion  of  this  firft  fecurity  of 
all  that  as  a  people  we  potfefs,  deprived  of  which  we  would 
foon  become  a  country  of  (laves.  I  cannot  conceive  how 
the  Magiftrates  of  Edinburgh  have  fo  incondderately  been 
induced  to  pra£tife  fuch  invafion  upon  the  properties  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  City,  and  for  years  too,  have  kept  poflef- 
fion  of  the  unlawful  revenue. 

The  Romans  had  tribunes  to  watch  their  liberties  againft 
the  inroads  of  confular  and  executive  power.  In  this  re- 
fpecl ,  every  citizen  of  Edinburgh  ought  to  become  a  tri- 
bune, and  every  Magiftrate  and  Councillor  fhould  ferve 
him  in  his  office,  and  every  right  hearted  inhabitant  ou^ht 
to  unite  to  preferve  this  Conltitution  inviolate  ;  but,  in  the 
prefent  circumftances  of  the  cafe,  it  is  particularly  neccflary, 
in  the  firft  place,  to  guard  againft  adls  of  Parliament  fur- 
reptitioufly  obtained  ;  and,  for  that  purpofe,  our  governors 
ought  to  make  no  application  to  Parliament  for  any  thing 
in  which  the  interefts  of  the  inhabitants  are  concerned, 
without  having  given  three  months  previous  notice,  by  pub- 
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lie  advertifement ;  in  which  fhould  be  fpecified  the  full  and 
precifc  intention  for  which  the  application  is  intended  to  be 
made,  that  thus  neither  the  will  nor  interefts  of  the  gover- 
nors may  be  permitted  to  counteract  the  interefts  of  the 
governed,  or  that,  in  any  fhape,  their  property  mould  be 
affected  without  their  confent. 

The  commencement  of  error  leads  naturally  to  the  com- 
miflion  of  farther  wrongs.  Encouraged  by  their  fuccefs, 
in  the  manner  above  mentioned,  the  Magistrates  of  Edin- 
burgh appear  to  have  increafed  their  revenue  by  further  il- 
legal exactions  ;  and  accordingly  they  have  nearly  doubled 
the  premiums  payable  on  the  admiffion  of  perfons 
defiring  to  become  burgeffes  of  the  City;  and  this  they 
have  done,  not  only  without  any  authority  of  law,  but  in 
exprefs  contradiction  to  the  fundamental  charter  of  the 
City;  which  charter,  with  peculiar  wifdom,  attending  to 
the  different  ftations  and  circumftances  of  the  people,  has 
appointed  what  every  clafs  of  men  fhall  pay  at  their  admif- 
fion, and  enjoined  that  no  higher  fums  (hall  be  exacted  * ; 
fo  that  the  very  law  which  conftitutes  their  own  exiftence ; 
which  has  incorporated  the  City  of  Edinburgh  ;  which  di- 
rects that  they  fhall  be  governed  by  their  own  Magiftrates  ; 
which  is  the  foundation  of  every  exclufive  privilege  they 
poflefs — this  is  the  very  law,  the  obligations  of  which  they 
have  fet  afide.  And  they  have  made  themfelves  more  than 
paramount  to  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  :  for  they 
have  taken  upon  themfelves  to  difpofe  of  the  properties  of 
the  citizens  according  to  their  abfolule  will,  without  paying 
the  leaft  regard  to  their  confent.  Encouraged  by  this  ex- 
ample, almoft  every  incorporation  in  Edinburgh  has  en- 
tered into  a  combination  amongft  themfelves,  not  to  admit 
of  apprentices  for  the  freedom  of  the  City,  but  at  a  greatly 

*  Set  of  the  City,  I'ublifhcd  by  the  Magiftrates. 
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increafed  premium  ;  and  they  liave  augmented  the  dues  upon 
them  in  every  ftep  of  their  progrefs,  infomuch  that  a  young 
man,  having  to  ftruggle  with  all  thefe  exactions,  is  almoft 
reduced  to  a  ftate  of  beggary  before  he  can  commence  bufi- 
nefs  in  the  City.  Now,  I  peremptorily  infill  that  every 
fuch  combination  is  illegal  and  oppreffive,  and  every  fuch 
exaction  unjtiff. 

An  incorporation  in  itfelf  is  a  fpecies  of  monopoly,  hurt- 
ful to  the  public  ;  for,  in  a  manufacturing  and  commercial 
country,  the  capital,  the  knowledge,  the  talents,  and  even 
the  very  time  of  every  individual,  is  a  part  of  the  public 
flock,  and  a  fource  of  the  general  profperity.  To  prevent, 
therefore,  or  narrow  their  powers  and  opportunities  of  ex- 
ertion, is  a  public  injury,  and  ought  to  be  permitted  in  no 
well  regulated  fociety  ;  and,  inftead  of  being  allowed  to  add 
to  the  difficulties  of  young  men  commencing  buiinefs  in  any 
line,  by  increafing  the  expence  of  their  admiffion,  if  they 
have  not  patriotifm  fufficient  to  influence  their  conduct, 
they  ought  to  be  retrained  by  legal  compulfion  from  exceed- 
ing the  bounds  of  juftice  :  and  neither  the  higher  nor  infe- 
rior incorporations  ought  to  be  permitted  to  opprefs  the 
people,  or  infringe  their  rights. 

When  I  have  at  any  time  feen  an  individual,  or  any  body 
of  men,  grafping  at  money,  flretching  every  nerve,  taking 
evexy  opportunity,  and  employing  every  engine  for  the  ac-i 
quifition  of  wealth,  I  have  been  naturally  led  to  attend  to 
the  farther  operations  of  this  avaricious  principle,  and  ex- 
pected to  find  a  general  confiilency  of  character,  inducing 
them  to  preferve  with  as  much  eamellnefs  the  gain  they 
have  acquired,  as  they  have  manifefted  in  attaining  it.  But 
the  pailion  of  avarice  has  appeared  to  me,  in  this  cafe,  very 
different  in  its  operations,  as  it  affects  the  conduct  of  the 
individual,  than  as  it  acts  upon  the  community.  With 
individuals  in  general,  the  attraction  continues  ileady  and 
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uniform,  or  becomes  more  vehement ;  but  there  is  evidently 
in  the  body  politic  a  repelling  power,  which,  the  moment 
the  touch  of  money  is  felt,  occafions  it  to  fly  quickly  off  in 
every  direction,  though  it  is  fure  to  find  a  cordial  but  unfeen 
reception  from  many  individuals. 

It  is  however  to  be  hoped,  that  the  abundant  anxiety 
which  has  been  manifefted  by  the  Magiflrates  of  Edinburgh, 
for  the  increafe  of  the  City  revenue,  has  been  purely  patri- 
otic, and  their  only  object  has  been,  that  their  powers  of 
doing  good  might  be  enlarged,  and  the  ciiy  be  benefited  by 
every  ihilling  of  their  expenditure.  The  trull:  is,  that,  af- 
ter giving  the  mofr.  minute  attention  to  the  different  articles 
ftated  in  the  accounts  of  expenditure  in  the  City,  I  think 
re  are  very  few  of  them  that  even  a  captious  mind  could 
I  fault  with.* 

I  cannot  however  help  obferving,  that  a  confiderable 
laving  may  be  made  in  a  number  of  the  articles ;  and  I 
mull  be  excufed  in  taking  the  liberty  to  point  them  out. 

I  have  obferved,  in  Mr.  Smith's  ftatement  of  ordinary  ex- 
penditure, the  fum  of  2000I.  mentioned  as  n  debt  upon  the 
City,  on  account  of  the  Agents  before  the  Courts  of  Law. 
Now,  I  confider  a  litigious  temper  as  troubkfome,  and 
even  immoral,  but,  above  all  things,  as  highly  indecent  in  a 
body  politic,  w  hich  is  fuppofed  to  be  actuated  by  no  paffion 
whatever;  and  I  am  therefore  afraid  the   I  .1,  which 

been  aarrfed  on  at  fuch  enormous  expeoce  by  the  City 

*  It  has  been  thought  by  fome,  that  160I.  beftov.  y  the  expence 

who  were  Commiflioned  to  obtain  the  tranflarion  of  the  two 

nen,  who  were  lately  inm         1  .    City, 

:  rather  a  little  extravagant,  efpecially  when  the  v.  hole  bufincfi 

ht  have  btcn  uanfa&cd  equally  well  for  I.  ;  but  the  general 

y  of  the  occafion  is  fufficii 
■-,   mo:r  foolifii,  tuke  upon  them  to  think  thiu  the  fum  ol 
jocl.  annually  expended  in  public  or  political  enten  Ma- 

giflrates, is  ill  bellowed;  but  this  is  being  contemptibly  nan 


of  Edinburgh,  cannot  be  entirely  free  from  blame  :  every 
procefs,  before  it  be  commenced,  ought  to  be  carefully  con- 
fidered,  left  it  (hould  be  found>only  a  job  of  fome  interefted 
individual  ;  but,  if  that  fhall  not  be  found  to  have  been  the 
cafe,  there  muft  certainly  have  been  fome  extreme  dil 
and  confufion  in  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  City, 
which  muft  either  have  cxpofed  them  to  iniquitous  de- 
mands, or  deceived  them  fd  far,  that  they  have  been  induced 
to  engage  in  making  iniquitous  claims  againft  others.  L\ery 
precaution  (hould  be  employed  to  prevent  the  defigntng 
from  involving  the  Citv  in  unneceffary  expence;  and  in- 
deed I  grudge  every  (hilling  that  is  heftowed  in  that  way  ; 
and  I  think  I  could  venture  to  engage,  that,  upon  a  fair  in- 
veftigation,  it  would  be  found  that  the  fums  beftowed  by 
the  City  of  Edinburgh  upon  the  gentlemen  of  the  law, 
would  be  more  than  fuffkient  to  have  purchafed  all  that 
they  have  acquired  by  litigation  before  the  Courts,  even 
though  every  particular  (hould  be  valued  at  thirty  year;  pur- 
chafe.  It  will  therefore  be  for  the  honour,  as  well  as  the 
advantage  of  the  citizens,  that  fome  method  (hould  be 
adopted  to  bring  fuch  proceffes  as  are  ftill  depending,  to  a 
fpeedy  conclufion,  and  to  avoid  them  for  the  future  ;  for  no 
expenditure  returns  Jo  Utile  profit  as  that  which  is  5  I 
upon  litigation. 

Eut  farther,  I  have  good  reafon  to  believe  that  a  proper 
economy  has  not  been  obferved  in  the  management  of  the 
public  works.  It  has  been  very  publicly  (aid  (with  what 
truth  I  (hall  not  pretend  to  determine),  that  in  every  de- 
partment the  execution  of  thefe  works  has  been  con. 
into  an  interefted  job  ;  and  people  have  not  hefitated  to  fay, 
that  Deacons,  Counfellors,  and  ever>  'he  Chamberlain,  or, 
what  is  the  fame  thing,  their  political  friends  or  depend- 
ents, have  often  been  made  flurers  in  the  profit,  which 
has  been  ft;  purloined  from  the  public.     I  give  no  atten- 
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tion  to  unauthenticated  allegations  ;  but  as  fuch  may  take 
place,  it  is  but  right  that,  as  far  as  may  be,  the  podibility  of 
collufive  or  unfair  tranfaclions  ihould  be  prevented.  No 
property,  therefore,  belonging  to  the  community  fhould  be 
let  or  fold  till  after  due  advertifement  fhall  have  been  made  ; 
and  no  public  work  fhould  be  done  in  which  the  City  has 
the  fmalleft  concern,  but  by  contract ;  and  no  contrail  ought 
to  be  entered  into  but  in  confequence  of  public  advertife- 
ment ;  and  not  only  fo,  but  the  bufinefs  ought  to  be  decided 
upon  publicly,  at  an  hour  and  place  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  when  every  one  who  has  made  an  offer  may  attend, 
and  be  fatisfied  that  he  has  had  juftice  done  to  him  ;  for  no 
other  plan  can  fecure  that  the  tranfaclion  fhall  be  fairly  con- 
cluded. Upon  the  articles  of  paving  of  the  ftreets,  the 
maintaining  of  the  water  pipes,  the  cleaning  of  the  ftreets, 
the  clothing  of  the  City  Guard,  &c.  and  upon  every  other 
article  of  public  work,  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  there 
would  be  made  a  confiderable  faving,  if  this  plan  were  to  be 
fteadily  adopted  ;  for  it  has  never  been  purfued  in  any  in- 
ftance,  without  affording  experience  of  its  propriety.  It  has 
been  faid,  that  inftances  of  collufion  have  been  frequent, 
and,  if  it  is  true,  they  are  difgraceful  ;  but,  at  any  rate,  the 
conclufion  is  obvious,  that  nothing  which  refpeOs  the  revenue 
of  the  City,  which  can  he  tranfacled  by  public  roup,  ought  to  be 
concluded  in  private,  or  by  private  agreement.  This  might 
indeed  diminifh  the  confluence  of  individuals,  but  it  would 
greatly  increafe  the  revenues  of  the  Town' 

I  have  to  obferve  (till  farther,  that  the  revenues  of  the 
City  are  administered  at  an  expence  greatly  beyond  what 
is  reafonable  I  do  not  know,  if  even  the  Magiftratcs 
themfclves  are  fer.fible,  that  this  fingle  article  confiderably 
exceeds  1500I.  ftcrling  annually  ;  and  is  above  ten  per  cent, 
of  the  whole  of  the  revenue  brought  into  their  treajury.  It 
has  appeared  to  me,  that  the  Magiftrates,  in  fettling  the 
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falaries  of  their  different  officers,  have  not  been  altogether 
directed  by  a  fenfe  of  the  importance  of  the  labour  re- 
quired from  them  in  their  different  offices,  but  have  facri- 
ficed  a  great  deal  to  the  dignity  and  confequential  import- 
ance of  the  gentlemen  employed  to  perform  it.  This,  I 
apprehend,  is  a  plan  of  fettling  thofe  matters,  not  very 
convenient  or  economical  ;  and  all  I  (hall  fay  farther  upon 
this  fubject,  is,  that,  in  the  prefent  circumstances,  where 
economy  is  fo  much  needed,  all  thefe  things  fhould  be  re- 
viewed, unneceffary  office:,  ought  to  be  abolifhed,  and  all 
unnc-ceffary  walle  of  public  property  carefully  avoided, 
and  inftantly  rectified  where  it  Ins  taken  place. 

But  the  moll  important  object  is  yet  before  us.  It  has 
been  Mated  by  Mr.  Smith,  and  allowed  by  all  parties  to  be 
true,  that  the  Magiftrates  have  long  been,  and  Hill  are, 
in  the  ufe  of  borrowing  money,  upon  the  public  credit,  to 
a  very  confiderable  amount.  Now,  though  I  am  not  per- 
fectly fatisfied  of  the  fact,  yet  in  the  prefent  argument  I 
fhall  admit,  that  all  this  money  has  been  expended,  for 
fplendid  and  beneficial  purpofes,  entirely  fuited  to  the  dig- 
nity, the  great  and  continually  increafing  profper'uy,  of  the 
City  of  Edinburgh.  But  the  more  I  confider  the  bufinefs, 
I  am  the  lefs  fatisfied  in  my  own  mind  reflecting  it,  for 
the  following  queftions  continually  recur  upon  me,  which 
I  cannot  folve  to  my  own  fatisfacYion. 

I  with  firft  to  be  informed,  by  what  authority  the  Ma- 
gistrates, in  their  official  capacity,  have  taken  it  upon  them 
to  borrow  any  money  ?  Secondly,  by  what  powers  are  they 
entitled  to  give  fecurity  upon  the  funds  of  the  City,  for 
any  debts  which  they  have  contracted  ?  Thirdly,  fuppofing 
them  poffeffc-d  of  that  power,  and  that  they  mould  think 
proper  to  borrow  money  upon  it,  and  that  the  interest  of  it 
fhall  encroach  upon  the  neceffary  yearly  expenditure  of  the 
City,  how  is  the  bufinefs  of  the  Town  in  that  cafe  to  be 
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carried  on'  r  And,  laftly,  if  they  (hall  borrow  money  be- 
yond the  value  of  the  fubje&s,  which  they  are  entitled  to 
mortgage  for  its  fecurity,  to  what  funds  or  fiibjetts  would 
the  creditor  be  entitled  to  have  recourfe  for  fecurity  or  pay- 
ment 1  Thefe,  in  my  apprehenfion,  are  questions  of  a 
very  feiri6tfs  nature,  more  important  in  their  folution,  to 
the  intereft?  of  the  Community,  than  any  thing  appertain- 
ing to  the  political  contefts  of  parties.  Mr.  Smith,  though 
apparently  oppreflbd  with  the  weight  of  public  affairs, 
giv:  uc  no  light  nor  relief  upon  the  fubje£t.  ;  and  the  Ma- 
giftlfSftfes  would  ptrfuaJe  us,  that  we  need  neither  informa- 
tion nor  relief,  as  they  have  more  money  than  they  know 
\\  hat  to  do  with :  but  dill  the  difagreeable  impreffion  re- 
nSairis  upon  thy  mind.  •    . 

It  may  appear  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  tilings,  a  very 
ftrange  queftion  to  afk,"  if  the  Magiftrates  of  Edinburgh, 
in  their  official  capacity,  are  empowered  to  borrow  money. 
As  a  certain  proportion  of  debt  has  refted  upon  the  funds 
of  the  City,  for  more  than  a  century,  and  the  Magiftrates 
have  been  in  the  ufe  of  dimi  muling,  and  increafing  that 
debt,  according  as  exigencies  feemed  to  require,  and  pre- 
fcription  may  thus  have  warranted  their  title  to  bonoa, 
and  may  fecure  the  creditors  ;  yet  (till  I  urn  not  fatisfkd, 
for  I  do  not  perceive  that  Magistrates  who,  in  their 
official  fituaiion,  have  had  committed  to  them  as  Truf- 
tees,  the  guardianihip  qf  the  conftitutiSri,  the  privileges, 
and  revenues  of  the  incorporation  over  which  they  have  been 
chofen  to  prefide,  can  be  entitled  to  infringe  upon  the 
fettled  constitution,  alienate  the  privileges,  or  under  any 
pretence,  dirninilh  the  property  intruded  to  their  man 
ment ;  or  that  they  can  fell,  alienate,  or  mortgage  any  of  thofe 
fubjedts  which  belong  to  the  Community,  and  from  which 
their  revenue  is  derived.  In  fupport  of  this  idea,  in  the 
book  intituled  the  Set  of  the  Borough,  publifaed  by  the  an- 
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ihority  of  the  Magi ftrates,  page  17th,  I  find  thefe  words ; 
"  This  City  is  restrained  by  law,  from  con- 
"tracting  any  debt,  unless  its  annual  revenue 
'.'  be  sufficient  for  its  annual  regular  expence, 
."  and  eves)  be  sufficient  to  defray  what  ext 
"  pence  may  be  occasioned  by  calamity  or  ac- 
"  cident;"  and  thefe  expreffions,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  I 
think  decifive.  But  befides,  a  variety  of  fubje&s  have  been 
mortgaged  to  the  City  of  Edinburgh,  where  the  fpecial  purpofe 
of  the  donation  is  cxprefsly  defined  in  the  deed  ;  and  when 
that  is  the  cafe,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  Magiftrates 
to  Jet  afule  the  puj-pofe,  and  retain  the  fubjecl.  Such,  for 
example,  are  the  fubjecls  which  have  been  appropriated  to 
the  ecclefiaftical  eftablifhment,  or  to  the  relief  of  the  poor  ; 
fuch  fiibjeiEts  they  can  certainly  neither  fell,  nor  fubjecr.  to 
mortgage,  for  the  fecurity  or  payment  of  any  debt  ; 
and  if  I  am  not  ill  informed,  there  are  few  fubjacls 
from  which  the  City  derives  any  revenue,  but  what  are 
under  the  fame,  or  a  fimilar  predicament,  and  can  therefore 
neither  be  wholly  difpofed  of,  nor  their  annual  proceeds 
othervvife  appropriated,  than  according  to  their  original 
deflination  ;  and  if  thefe  things  are  juftly  fhted,  I  would 
not  wifh  to  have  much  property  depending  upon  fuch  un- 
certain fecurity.  But  whatever  right  the  Magiftrates  pof- 
fefs,  they  rhemfelves  appear  fufpicious  of  it,  and  accord- 
we  lind,  that  they  have  never  adventured  to  fund  any 
particular  debt,  fpecially,  upon  any  particular  part  of  their 
revenue  ;  for  they  maintain  their  credit,  under  the  belief, 
that  their  creditors  are  fecured  upon  the  whole  of  the  City 
revenue  :  but  whether  they  have  a  right  to  borrow,  or  give 
fecurity  upon  the  funds,  1  am  far  from  thinking,  that  they 
were  friends  to  the  inierefts  of  the  City,  who  firft  taught 
their  Magiftrates  to  anticipate  their  revenue,  and  to  con- 
trr.cl  debt  upon  it ;  nor  are  they  friends  to  the  City,   who 
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continue  the  fyftem  with  thoughtlefs  extravagance.  I 
never  was  of  opinion,  that  the  Community  at  large 
were  indebted  to  him  who  firfi  introduced  the  funding 
fyftem  into  our  Government,  or  to  his  fucceffors,  who 
have  purfued  the  plan  to  the  manifeft  hazard  of  public 
credit.  But  were  1  to  fet  afide  all  this  reafoning,  and  to 
fuppofe,  that  the  whole  debt,  principal  and  intereft,  was  a 
juft  burden  upon  the  revenues  of  the  City,  yet,  in  that 
cafe,  it  mull  be  at  the  fame  time  allowed,  that  the  Magi- 
strates are  equally  well  entitled  to  borrow  io.oool.  as  ioool. 
Now,  fuppofing  they  fhould  think  proper  to  borrow  and 
expend  money  to  the  full  extent  of  the  value  of  the  funds 
belonging  to  the  City,  fo  that  the  intereft  fhould  exhault 
the  revenue  ;  from  what  funds,  in  that  cafe,  or  upon  what 
plan  could  the  police  of  the  place  be  fupported  or  carried 
forward  ?  Or,  if  they  fhould  ftill  continue  the  defperate 
plan  of  borrowing,  to  anfwer  this  exigence,  and  find  people 
foolifh  enough  to  lend  them,  what  fecurity  could  they  give 
to  thofe  creditors,  either  for  their  principal  or  intereft?  It 
is  furely  too  extravagant  to  fuppofe,  that  they  would  at- 
tempt to  continue  this  plan  forever  ;  they  muft  flop 
fomewhere  ;  and  upon  fuch  an  event,  what  would  be  their 
refuge  t 

The  creditors  of  the  nation,  have  the  whole  property 
in  Britain  for  their  fecurity  ;  becaufe  the  debt  has  been 
contracted  by  themfelves  through  their  reprefentatives ;  but 
I  hope  the  idea  has  never  been  fported  even  in  imagination, 
that  the  individual  property  of  the  inhabitants  of  Edin- 
burgh is  pledged  for  payment  of  the  debts  contracted  by 
their  Magiltratcs,  or  that  any  fet  of  men,  however  re- 
fpeclable,  fhould  be  empowered  to  difpofc  at  pleafure  of 
the  wealth  of  the  City  :  for  this  would  ftrike  too  deep  to 
be  tolerated;  it  would  foon  make  Edinburgh  become  a 
defert,  for  each  inhabitant  would  flee  from  it  as  a  City  of 
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definition.  It  is,  however,  but  too  true,  that  for  the  re- 
lief of  public  credit  (as  I  have  already  noticed),  the  Ma- 
gistrates have  by  their  own  proper  authority  afTeffed  the 
Community  in  the  yearly  fum  of  1500I.  which  the  inha- 
bitants have  paid  for  fome  time,  without  adverting  to  the 
nature  of  the  dangerous  precedent  ;  and  that  they  now  in- 
tend, without  giving  any  intimation  to  the  inhabitants,  to 
make  application  to  Parliament,  to  have  this  affefTment 
rendered  perpetual  ;  but  though  that  meafure  has  been  at 
firft  very  inconfiderately  adopted,  and  been  perfevered  in 
without  thought,  I  (hould  be  very  forry  to  think  that  they 
meant  by  this,  to  let  the  inhabitants  fee,  that  they  con- 
fider  themfelves  entitled  to  apply  their  private  properties, 
at  their  pleafure,  for  the  relief  of  the  public  credit,  or  to 
liquidate  the  debt  which  they  have  contracted,  or  to  fhew 
them  that  it  depends  only  upon  them  to  fettle  amongff. 
themfelves  the  fum  they  may  think  needful,  and  to  lay  the 
plan  upon  which  they  intend  it  fhall  be  levied,  and  then 
apply  to  Parliament  for  its  fanction  to  their  impofitions, 
which  they  may  hope  of  courfe  will  be  obtained  unnoticed. 
I  have  no  concern  with  political  parties  or  difputes  in  the 
City  ;  but  I  take  upon  me  to  fay,  that  tinder  whatever  pre- 
tence a  fcheme  of  this  nature  might  be  devifed,  it  would 
be  betraying  the  interefts  of  the  inhabitants  ;  and,  however 
much  the  Right  Honourable  Reprefentative  may  find  him- 
felf  difpofed  to  oblige  his  friends  in  the  Council,  yet  as 
Reprefentative  of  the  Community,  he  would  betray  their 
interefts  if  he  fhould  be  prevailed  upon  to  give  countenance 
to  a  fcheme  fo  nefarious.  And  I  am  fully  perfuaded,  that 
no  confideration  could  induce  him  to  give  fuch  a  meafure 
his  countenance  or  fupport.  I  can  without  hefttaticn 
foretel,  that  if  thefe  fhall  ever  become  the  views  of  ourMa- 
giflratcs,  there  will  not  be  a  guinea  borrowed  by  them,  but 
will  be  a  prelude   to   fome    new    impofilion    upon    the 

c 
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Town,  and  the  Town  Council  will  have  annually  to  fend 
up  their  budget  to  Parliament.  But  if  fuch  a  fyftem  has  oc- 
curred to  them  even  in  imagination,  the  inhabitants  will  do 
well  to  take  care  of  themfelves,  and  take  timely  meafures 
to  prevent  their  rulers  from  launching  forth  into  fchemes 
Jo  ruinous  ;  and  every  incorporation  in  the  ifland,  will  do 
well  to  join  in  preventing  the  eftablifhment  of  a  precedent 
fo  hazardous.  But  I  have  not  faid  that  fuch  a  fyftem  has 
as  yet  been  the  objedl  of  their  wifli,  much  lefs  have  I  faid 
that  it  has  been  in  their  intention;  it  only  appears  to  me 
necelfary,  that  they  be  prevented  from  ruining  heedlefsly 
into  fuch  critical  fituations,  as  may  force  them  upon  a 
precipice. 

I  have  been  fatigued  and  difgufted  with  the  trifling  al- 
tercations amongft  the  parties,  as  to  whether  this  or  the 
other  fum  ought  to  be  ftated  againft  the  City  as  a  debt,  or 
whether  one  thoufand  or  two  thoufand  pounds,  more  or 
kfs,  was  to  be  put  to  the  credit  or  debit  of  their  funds.  I 
ccnlider  even  ten  thoufand  pounds  in  that  refpec"!  but  of 
little  confeqnence ;  but  I  will  take  the  liberty,  without  dif- 
puting  articles  with  any  party,  to  ftate  the  fituation  of  the 
revenue  of  the  City,  as  it  appears  to  me,  in  a  point  of  view 
very  different,  and  more  interefting,  than  any  which  has 
been  as  yet  laid  before  the  public* 

To  avoid  all  dilputes,  I  (hall,  for  argument's  fake,  al- 
low the  ftatement  of  the  Magiftrates  to  be  unexceptionable  ; 
and,  in  the  prefent  qucftion,  admit,  that  the  73,000!.  is 

*  I  have  taken  no  notice  of  the  dlfputc  between  the  Magiftrates  and  Mr. 
Smith,  relative  to  the  light  in  which  the  "3,0001.  funded  upon  the  ale  duty, 
or  the  3o,oool.  owing  on  life  annuities,  ou^btto  be  confidcred,  becaufe  no 
perron  can  hefitate  to  determine  in  what  relation  thefe  fland  to  the  public 
debt ;  but,  more  ef)>ecially,  beoulc  it  is  totally  unconnected  with  my  argu- 
ment, which  proceeds  upon  undifputed  flatcmcnts  and  uiiqucflionable  prin- 
ciple*. 
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no  debt,  becaufe  it  is  funded  upon  the  ale  duty  ;  and  I 
(hall  alfb  (late  the  annuities,  according  to  their  idea,  in  the 
ordinary  expenditure;  then  the  confeffed  debt  of  the  City 
will  be  found  to  have  Mood  at  Martinmas  1798,  thus  : 
On  bond  and  promiflbry  notes,        -  £.29422  12     1 

To  bankers,         -  226H6     o    9 

Collectors  of  cefs,         -  109+     o     o 

To  agents,         -  -       2000     o     o 

To  banks,  balance  of  money  for  meal  for 

the  poor,  -----       1200     o     o 

Mr.  Smith  has  informed  us,  that  before 
he  left  the  Council,  he  had  reafon  to 
believe  it  would  increafe,  at  Martin- 
mas 1799,  in  the  fum  of  -  6000     o    o 


So  that  at  Martinmas  1 799,  the  real  1111- 
difputed  debt  of  the  City  would 
amount  to  -  -         -  £.62402  12  10 


The  account  which  has  been  given  of  the  extent  of  the 
annual  ordinary  revenue  of  the  City,  has  not  been  contro- 
verted, and  amounts  to  £.  15926  :  3  :  6. 

After  deducting  every  article  of  expendi:ure  from  Mr. 
Smith's  (tatement,  which,  the    Magistrates  have  told  us, 
ought  to  have  been  dated  to  the  extraordinary  expenditure, 
I   find  the  fum  total  of  the  annual  ordinary  expenditure 
amounts  to  £.  20155  =  8:6 
From  this  it  appears,    that  the  ordinary 
expenditure  exceeds  the  ordinary  re- 
venue, the  fum  of         -  -  £.  4229     5     o 
To  which  mud  be  added  the  interefl  of 

<|ebt  owing  (L.  62402  :  12  :  10J  £■  3120     2     6 


Carry  over,    £.  7349     7     6 
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Brought  over,    £.     7349     7     6 
From  this  deduct  intereft  which  was  ftated 
by  Mr.  Smith  as  a  part  of  the  expendi- 
ture ....        £.1288  16    5 


And  the  total  annual  deficiency  amounts 

to  -  -  -  -    £•  6060  11     r 

Eut  if  there  fhall  be  fubftra£led  from  the  revenue  at  pre- 
fent  applied  to  the  ordinary  expenditure,  3000I.  which  be- 
longs to  the  ecclefiaftical  eftablifhment,  400I.  belonging  to 
the  fallen-back  burgeffes,  and  1500I.  which  is  prefently 
levied  by  the  Magiftrates  under  their  own  proper  authority 
alone,  none  of  which  funis  they  have  any  title  to  employ 
in  the  ordinary  difburfements  of  the  City,  the  total  annual 
deficiency  will  be  found  to  amount  to  £.  10960  :  11  :  I. 

And  for  the  payment  of  this  futn,  the  City  has  no  funds 
whatever.  They  cannot  mortgage  a  Jingle  article  of  thofe 
funds  from  which  their  ordinary  revenue  arifes,  to  give 
fecurity  for  one  (hilling  of  their  debt  ;  for  every  article  of 
the  ordinary  expenditure,  which  has  been  ftated  again  l  it, 
is  abfolutely  and  indifpenfably  neceflary.  The  life  an- 
nuities muft  be  paid  ;  the  clergy  mud  hay<  fti]  nds; 
the  Lord  Provoft  and  clerks  their  falari<  s  ,  the  c<  fs,  and 
feus,  and  tradefmen's  accounts  muft  bt  paid  ;  the  Itreets 
muft  be  paved,  lighted,  and  kept  clean  ;  in  Ihort  there  is 
not  an  article  of  the  expenditure,  but  isindifpenfable(though 
admitting  of  an  improved  management),  and  I  again  repeat, 
that  there  is  no  property  upon  which  the  debt  can  be  fecured, 
nor  a  Jingle  frilling  borrowed  to  pay  the  yearly  balance 
again/1  the  ordinary  raci.uc  above Jlatid;  fo  that  I  am  afraid 
the  very  crifis,  which  I  mentioned  a  little  ago,  is  already 
come,  and  that  Parliament  alone  can  fet  matters  to  rights, 
not  only  by  aflefling  the  properties  of  the  inhabitants  to. 
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the  extent  of  the  debt ;  but  alfo,  to  provide  for  the  annual 
payment  of  the  fum  by  which  the  expenditure  already  ex- 
ceeds the  receipts  of  the  City. 

I  am  not  yet  informed  how  far  the  inhabitants  will  find 
ihemfelves  difpofed  to  fubmit  to  a  tax  of  that  magnitude, 
or  will  think  themfelves  indebted  to  any  adminiftration 
which  has  reduced  them  to  that  predicament  ;  but  1  cannot 
help  thinking,  that  thefe  are  ferious  ffatements,  and  infinitely 
more  interesting  than  the  jargon  of  contending  parties*. 

I.t  will  be  noticed  that  I  have  paid  no  attention  to  the  ex- 
traordinary expenditure  or  receipts  of  the  City.  I  have 
found  them  nearly  balanced,  or  rather  that,  upon  an  average 
of  years,  the  balance  has  been  confulerably  againfl  the  City, 
and  has  contributed  to  the  increafe  of  their  debt.  But  I 
thought  it  needlefs,  by  inveftigatingthe  matter  too  minutely, 
to  increafe  the  prefent  gloom;  for  I  have  only  ftated  facts  and 
articles  which  (land  uncontroverted  by  either  party  ;  and  I 
vvifh  it  were  as  eafy  for  me  to  point  out  the  means  of  relief, 
as  it  has  been  to  fho-sv  the  weight  of  the  burthen.  I  am 
apprehenfive,  that  when  Mr.  Smith  firfl  publiihed  his 
Addrefs,  though  he  faw  that  things  were  in  extreme  confu- 
fion,  he  by  no  means  was  fenfiblc  of  the  depth  of  the  evil  ; 
and  the  Magiftrat.es  are  fo  fenfible  of  the  juttice  of  the  old 

*  I  am  perfectly  perfuaded,  that  there  is  no  people  in  the  world  more 
difpofed  to  come  forward  in  aid  of  the  public  neceffuii  .,wlj  her  they  may  re- 
fpeil  the  Community  at  large,  or  this  City  in  particular,  than  are  the  in- 
habitants of  Edinburgh ;  but  I  have  too  high  an  opinion  of  our  Magiflmes 
to  believe  they  would  attempt  to  relieve  the  prefiure  of  prefent  circumllanccs 
improperly ;  and  I  am  at  the  fame  time  decidedly  perfuaded,  that  the  good 
fenfe  of  the  inhabitants,  and  their  attachment  to  conQitutional  principles, 
will  never  fuffer  them  to  be  prevailed  upon,  from  any  polhble  confiderations, 
to  lubmit  to  unconftituiional  requi  fit  ions ;  neither  do  I  think  their  circum- 
(UncSs  can  admit  of  the  impofition  of  additional  taxes  to  the  extent  of  io,oool- 
yearly,  to  fulfil  the  demands  of  the  ordinary  yearly  expenditure,  nor  even  of 
(food,  which  ii  the  lowed  ftstement  of  the  piefcnt  deficiency. 
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faying,  That  fufpcient  for  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof ',  that  they 
rather  feem  inclined  to  fhut  their  eyes,  than  to  contemplate 
an  object  fo  exceedingly  alarming.  But  the  inhabitants  of 
Edinburgh,  and  even  the  Magistrates  themfelves,  may  reft 
allured,  that  debts  are  like  crimes  ;  the  day  of  difcovery  and 
retribution  will  come,  unlefs  prevented  By  a  folid  Jyjiem  of 
Reform . 

I  cannot  devife  a  reafon  why  the  Magistrates,  who  are 
the  guardians  of  the  interefts  of  the  community,  fhould  have 
allowed  the  affairs  of  the  City  to  go  into  fuch  extreme  dif- 
order,  and  that  they  could  have  been  induced,  from  any 
polTible  con  federations,  to  have  borrowed  fuch  immenfe 
fums,  and  contracted  debts  without  ever  having  given  them- 
felves the  trouble  to  think  of  any  plan  upon  which  they 
might  be  repaid, — which  has  been  fo  inconfiftent  with  their 
good  fenfe.  The  only  poffible  apology  for  them,  which  has 
occurred  to  me,  has  been,  that  the  books  of  the  City  con- 
tained no  diftindt  ftate  of  their  affairs,  and  have,  in  fact,  been 
kept  in  fuch  confufion,  that  it  became  wholly  impoffible 
for  them  to  form  a  clear  judgment  of  the  attual  fituation 
of  the  City  revenue;  but  if  this  has  been  their  apology  for 
a  conduit  fo  inconfiderate,  they  could  not  poifibly  have 
given  one  lefs  fatisfaclory,  or  one  the  juftice  of  which  the 

public  will  be  fo  little  difpofed  to  allow. 

I  am  perfuaded,  that  many  years  have  paffed  fince  the 
inhabitants  of  Edinburgh  have  met  with  any  thing  which  has 
fo  juftly  and  greatly  excited  their  furprife,  as  the  informa- 
tion which  has  been  itated  in  Mr.  Smith's  Addrefs.  He  has 
informed  the  public  that  he  had  converfed  with  feveral  gen- 
tlemen, who  were  in  office  at  the  time,  and  alfo  with  others 
who  had  formerly  filled  offices  in  the  Magiftracy,  who  all 
declared  to  him,  "  That  they  did  not  know  whether  or  not 
the  City  kept  any  books*:"  He  has  faid  farther,  from  the 
*  Addrefs,  p.  5. 
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authority  of  the  Chamberlain,  that  the  cafh  book,  which  is 
laid  weekly  upon  the  Council  table  for  general  inflection, 
was  not  intended  to  be  underftood,  and  in  fa£t  was  fo  con- 
ducted, that  it  was  not  poflible  it  fhould  be  underftood  by 
any  of  the  Council,  or  even  by  the  Chamberlain  himfelf*; 
and,  finally,  he  has  declared,  that  Mr.  Hay  had  informed 
him,  that  neither  the  Lord  Provoft,  nor  Mr.  Gray,  nor  the 
Chamberlain,  nor  even  Mr.  Buchan  t  ,who  had  been  thirty 
years  Chamberlain  of  the  City,  and  had  the  whole  revenue 
and  expenditure  pafTing  through  his  hands,  not  one  of  thefc 
gentlemen  knew  any  thing  of  the  actual  fituation  of  the 
revenues  of  the  City  J;  fo  that  Citizen  General  Bonaparte 
might  have  as  reafonably  expected  to  have  received  from  the 
Beglerbegs,  a  rational  and  fyftematic  information  concern- 
ing the  police  and  revenues  of  Egypt,  when  he  convoked  a 
convention  at  Alexandria,  as  any  man  could  expect  from 
the  Magiftrates  fatisfadtory  information  of  the  ftate  of  the 
affairs  of  Edinburgh. 

Mr.  Smith  was  thunderftruck  when  he  received  all  this 
information ;  and  I  am  perfuaded,  it  muft  have  given  equal 
furprife  to  all  thinking  and  intelligent  men  ;  and  I  fhould 
not  wonder,  if  they  had  been  moft  ferioufly  alarmed,  when, 
in  confequence  of  this  confufion,  they  found  a  difference  of 
no  Iefsthan  the  fum  of  106,9281.  14s.  8d.  in  the  accounts  of 
the  debts  of  the  City,  as  ftated  on  the  one  hand  by  the  Ma- 
giftrates, and  on  the  other  by  Mr.  Smith,  in  their  feveral 
publications. 

*  Addrefs,  p.  6. 

+  Mr.  Buchan,  at  leaving  his  office,  appeared  upon  the  face  of  his  ac- 
counts, to  be  indebted  to  the  City  in  about  30,000!.  If  he  had  died  before  the 
bufinefs  was  unravelled,  his  family  muft  have  been  greatly  injured,  if  not 
ruined.  He  was  in  faft,  not  indebied.to  the  City ;  but  fuch  was  the  Mate  of 
their  books. 

+  Addrefs,  p.  8. 
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The  Magiftrates  of  Edinburgh  have  furely  always  been 
what  they  at  prefent  are,  gentlemen  raifed  to  eminent  office 
on  account  of  their  fuperior  abilities,  and  they  have  been 
generally  merchants,  or  at  lead  been  educated  in  a  mercan- 
tile line.  Now  I  can  fcarcely  conceive  any  thing  more 
unaccountable,  than  that  it  fhould  never  have  occurred  to 
gentlemen  of  that  defcription,  endowed  with  a  public  truji, 
even  for  one  moment,  to  have  attended  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  bufinefs  of  the  City  has  been  tranfa&ed  or  re- 
corded, or  to  have  inquired  whether  they  had  books,  or 
whether  thofe  books  had  been  kept  upon  a  plan  capable  of 
difcovering  the  real  ftate  of  their  affairs.  In  their  own  bu- 
iinefs  they  certainly  were  expert,  and  had  always  found  the 
advantage  of  regularitv,  perfpicuity,  and  exactnefs,  and  yet 
the  affairs  of  the  City,  notwithstanding  their  variety  and 
magnitude,  have  been  permitted  by  them  to  fall  into  fuch 
confufion,  as  to  have  become  unintelligible.  It  appears  to 
have  arifen  from  a  fenfe  of  this,  that  Mr.  Smith  has  been  fo 
imxious  to  point  out  to  the  Magiflrates  the  neceffity  of  put- 
ting the  affairs  of  the  City  under  jbme  regular  fyftem  in  all 
departments,  more  efpecially,  that  the  books  containing  the 
cafh  tranfa£Uons,  fhall  be  kept  with  methodical  precifion. 
Now,  I  cannot  fee  a  reafon  why  the  Magiflrates  fhould  be 
on  that  account,  fo  very  much  difpleafed  with  him  as  they 
appear  to  have  been ;  for  it  couid  not  be  conftrued  into  any 
impeachment  of  them,  when  it  has  been  faid,  that  the  plan 
purfued  in  the  City  bufinefs,  for  thefe  hundred  years  part, 
was  bad  and  imperfect,  and  the  prefent  Magiflrates  could 
have  no  concern  in  what  was  tranfadted  fo  long  before  they 
were  in  exiftence ;  the  only  fault  which  can  pofiibly 
attach  to  them,  would  be,  if,  after  the  defeds  or  imperfec- 
tion in  the  ancient  fyftem  have  been  clearly  demonftrated, 
they  fhould  continue  it  againfi  comjiclion,  which  cannot  cer- 
tainly be   fuppofed.     What  though  the  difcovery  has  ori- 
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ginated  with  Mr.  Smith?  Even  a  fool  may  give  wife  men  a 
good  counfel ;  and  there  can  be  no  prudence  in  refufing  a 
good  natured  attention  to  any  advice,  whether  it  be  good  or 
bad.     The  Magiftrates  have  intimated,  that  they  will  not 
fuffer  'hemfelves  to  be  compelled  upon  the  bufinefs,  and 
fay,  that  Mr.  Smith's  own  condudl   furnifhcs  them  good 
reafons  againft  precipitancy :  he   took  time  to  deliberate ; 
he  took  four  years  to  coniider,  and  after  all,  only  unveiled 
the  mifchief,  without  having  fuggefted  any  method  by  which 
the  diforders  might  be  remedied ;  and,  therefore,  his  exam- 
ple could  be  no  reafon  why  they  fhould  be  hurried  upon  un- 
tried experiments.     But  the  Magiftrates  feem  not  to  have 
underftood  Mr.  Smith ;  for  it  does  not  appear  that  it  was 
from  any  doubt  either  of  the  neceffity  or  of  the  facility  of 
the  meafure,  that  Mr.  Smith  was   induced  to  delay  the  dif- 
clofure  but  plainly  becaufe  he  thought  he  had  not  furficient 
influence  to  effect  any  reform,  and  becaufe  he  was  afraid 
that  he  would  lofe  his  place  in  the  Magiftracy,  if  he  fhould 
intermeddle  with  the  cabaliftical  fecret :  and  it  feems  he 
has  judged  right  ;  for  his  fears  have  fallen  upon  him  ;  and  I 
am  afraid  this  his  fcheme  of  reform  has  been  the  great  rea- 
fon why  he  is  not  at  this  very  day  a  Magiftrate.     But  as 
the   matter   now   ftands,   the  thing  is   unavoidable.     Mr. 
Smith  has  brought  forth  with  him  the  fecret  from  the  fanc- 
tuary,  and  the  people  of  Edinburgh  are  convinced  that  there 
have  been   dangerous  errors  in  the    revenue   department, 
which  have  in  fome  meafure  occaGoneJ  the  immenfe  load 
of  debt  under  which  the  public  finances  are  opprelTed  ;  and 
the  yet  more  formidable  yearly  balance  againft  the  ordinary 
revenues  pf  the  City.     The   inhabitants  exped,  and  call 
upon  their  Magiftrates  for  a  change  of  fyftein.     As  there- 
fore they  value  the  honour  of  their  name,  and  the  opinion 
of  their  feliow  citizens,  they  will,  without  delay,  commence 
and  carry  forward  the  important  bufinefs,  the  accompliih- 
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ment  of  which  would  at  once  redound  to  their  own  honour 
and  the  good  of  the  City.  When  that  event  fhall  take 
place,  all  things  being  without  difguife,  every  perfon  having 
intereft  will  be  enabled  to  know  how  matters  (land  between 
the  City  and  its  creditors,  between  their  receipts  and  their 
expenditure;  and  will  be  happy  to  fee  their  Magiflrates 
Handing  upon  good  and  fure  ground  when  they  fhall  attempt 
to  redeem  the  City. 

I  contefs  I  felt  myfelf  not  a  little  alarmed  when  I  heard 
the  Magiflrates,  in  their  publication  by  authority,  (late 
that  they  do  n0t  admit  that  there  are  abufes*  This  is  indeed 
almoft  to  cut  off  the  City  of  Edinburgh  from  hope  ;  but  the 
expreffion  muff  have  bsen  unguarded. — Will  the  Magif- 
trates  indeed  fay  to  their  conltituents,  that  it  is  noabufe  that 
their  City  books  are  unintelligible — is  it  no  abufe  that  their 
cafh-  book  is  fo  conducted  as  not  to  be  intended  to  be  under- 
Jiood — is  it  no  abufe  that  they  have  no  rental  of  their  feu- 
duties — is  it  no  abufe  that  their  arrears  fhould  be  permitted 
to  amount  at  Martinmas  1798,  to  the  fum  of  8442I.  5s.  6d. 
and  to  be  allowed  continually  to  increafe — is  it  no  abufe 
that  there  are  no  checks  upon  their  officers  or  clerks — is  it 
no  abufe  that  fuch  irnmenfe  debts  have  been  contracted 
without  regard  to  the  want  of  funds  for  repayment — is  it  no 
abufe  that  the  ccclefiaftical  revenues,  and  the  funds  appro- 
priated to  the  poor,  have  been  mifapplied — is  it  no  abufe 
that  1500I.  fhould  have  been  levied  from  the  City  without 

1]  authority — and,  finally,  is  it  no  abufe  that  they  feem 
ignorant  of  the  extent  of  their  expenditure,  in  proportion  to 
the  deficiency  of  their  receipts?  The  abufes  as  they  have 
been  exhibit!,  and  verified, or  admitted,  in  the  different  pub- 
lications which  have  been  laid  before  the  Community,  arc 

it  indeed;  and  I   have  not  magnified  nor  fet  down  aught 
iii  malice.     I  nave  had  nothing  farther  to  do  than  10  bring 
*  Migiftfttes  Ar.fwer,  p.  12, 
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them  together  into  one  view  ;  and  my  purpofe  has  been  for 
the  public  good.  I  will  take  the  liberty  to  fay  in  the  con- 
clufion,  that  honeft  men  in  Edinburgh  expect  no  longer  to 
be  amufed  with  political  difputes,  no  more  to  be  told  that 
there  have  been  no  abufes.  They  lay  the  blame  nowhere ;  but 
they  expect  and  hope,  that  their  prefent  mod  refpechtble 
Magiilratcs,  will,  without  lofs  of  time,  diligently,  and  effec- 
tually apply  themfelve?  to  relieve  the  public  mind,  difclofe 
the  extent  of  every  evil,  and  apply  the  remedy,  where  re- 
medy is  practicable.  It  will  be  then,  and  then  only,  they 
will  meet  the  approbation,  and  fecure  the  confidence  of  their 
fellow  citizens,  which  they  furely  reckon  it  their  highefl 
honour  to  deferve. 


FINIS. 
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